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The reason why I was interested in studying abroad was because I’d heard so much good about it, 

from friends and acquaintances. I was interested in studying mainly in the U.S. in the beginning of the 

search period, but different factors changed my decision in the last minute and I chose Asia instead. 

The courses I took were: Principles of Management, Social Problems in China, Financial Statement 

Analysis, Financial Management, Marketing Management. I found the workload of the courses to be 

pretty fine overall, while some had more homework than others. 

What I found out after a while I’d arrived was that grades were given in relation to the students’ 

performance, i.e. if a student receives the best score in a class with a score of 50 (out of a hundred) 

that student still gets an A. And only 10% of the students could achieve an A in a class and to me that 

was a shook because it differs quite a lot from Sweden. 

The contact with the host university took place mostly by e-mails, at night for me due to the time 

difference and it maybe took 1-3 days for a reply depending on the time you wrote an e-mail.  

I lived in a student housing about 20 m2 with a mainland Chinese student whom I ended up becoming 

really close to due to spending a lot of hours together in that room. Though I’m not in contact with 

him very often due to the firewall of China. I paid around 5-6000 SEK for my housing which I think is a 

really good price since Hong Kong is the most expensive place in the world in regards to housing, I 

think it’s around 50% more expensive than Manhattan, so I really got lucky in that sense. There were 

also different housing buildings for all students, both local and exchange students, and I got in my 

opinion the 2nd cleanest house and it was the 2nd newest house which had a 24/7 lobby reception. 

There’s also a canteen in the basement which my friends almost always came to eat at when we ate 

at school, which made it really convenient for me to get and I also had a gym with a nice view 6 floors 

below me accessible with elevator. 

 

The cost of living in Hong Kong depends on how you live. We ate mostly at school canteens during 

the weekdays and a meal could average from about 20-60 SEK depending on what you ate. Entrance 

to a nightclub averages about 450 SEK, but me and my friends usually came in for free maybe 

because they wanted more expatriate guests or something. A cab from the party district to the 

university was around 350 SEK, but you could also take the subway when it’s open for about 16-24 

SEK for the same distance, but then you have to change lines three times. Overall you could live 

really in Hong Kong without spending much, but if you’re looking to spend much is not hard to do 



that as well. If you just want to get by during the semester, a couple of hundred SEK is plenty for a 

week.  

The time abroad has made an impact on me. Academically I think it was interesting to see another 

culture in regards to education and on a personal level I have made quite a lot of friends and some 

Swedish ones too, which I plan on seeing later in the fall. I think my English has improved, at least the 

oral part. 

I wouldn’t have any particular advice that would fit this specific university, but I would definitely 

recommend studying a semester abroad since I felt it was a fun and needed break from Sweden. 


