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I spent my VT-16 semester in Wuhan, China. The main reason I chose to apply for a 
semester abroad was to get a first hand experiences a totally different culture while 
studying at the same time. Therefore it felt like the Asian Universities would be the 
place to apply for. Once I decided Asia was the place I wanted to go to I felt I could try 
to go to the most Asian country of them all- China. I hardly knew anything about 
China (except the things everyone gets told) so it was perfect for me. I ended up in a 
city with 12-million people that I didn’t even knew existed before I applied for my 
semester there.  
 
My intentions were to study business courses at Wuhan University, however that was 
not possible in my case. That was because I had already done most of the courses they 
offered in English back home at Stockholm Business School. The remaining courses 
would not give me enough credits equivalent to one semester. That mas a major set 
back, but with a lot of help from the International office at SBS I was allowed to 
change major from Business to Chinese Language.  Not what I wanted but it was the 
best thing I could do in the situation. Therefore I can comment the quality of the 
business courses. The quality of the Chinese courses I took was good, probably a lot 
higher quality than the Chinese courses offered at Stockholm University. Good to 
know is that Wuhan University is ranked one of the best universities in China and it’s 
really prestigious for the Chinese to study there.  
 
Once you get nominated for exchange you get contacted by the International office at 
Wuhan University with information on how to apply for the programs they have and 
information about how to get the VISA required for the stay. I tried to get more 
information about the courses they offered and some other things without any 
success. It was quite hard to communicate with the University over there and 
sometimes it could take weeks (and several emails) before receiving any reply. This 
was quite frustrating. Don’t get super stressed if that happens, you will receive 
everything you need in time anyway.   
 
At first I stayed at a hotel until the registration was completed (took me 2 days to 
complete). Once the registration is finished you can get a room in the dormitory.  The 
Foreign students dormitory differs quite a lot when it comes to quality. If you’re lucky 
you get a room in a building that they built recently and if your unlucky you get a 
room in one of the old buildings. The rooms were quite small with a bed and a desk. 
You have your own bathroom with shower and western toilet. There are no real 
kitchens available. You will have to buy all the equipment you need for cooking and 
store it in your room. So for me it was more convenient to buy all the meals. There 
are several shops, a supermarket, post office, barbershop, canteens and some 
bookstores just outside the dormitory so you can find almost everything you need just 
by stepping out. If you want to go to find gyms and supermalls you have to take the 
university bus (there are several bus lines trafficking the campus area) to the main 
gate, which takes 5 minutes and costs 1 RMB. There was some people staying in their 
own apartments outside the campus that they rented but I would not recommend 
anyone staying less than a year to live outside the campus. 
 



China is a quite cheap country depending on what you’re looking for. If you’re looking 
for international brands you’re going to have to pay the same prices as in Sweden. For 
everything else it’s a lot cheaper than in Sweden. For me it was more convenient to 
buy my meals than to buy first kitchen equipment and then all the groceries. I paid 
between 7-15 RMB per meal in the canteen. Transportation is also very cheap in 
Wuhan, for the most of the time we took taxis. I would strongly recommend taking 
the subway during the rush hours.  
 
China is a very different country compared to Sweden, which shouldn’t be any 
surprise. I was prepared for that, but when I arrived I realized the difference was a bit 
bigger than expected. All of your social media is blocked by the Chinese firewall, 
which can be a bit frustrating at times. I would say getting VPN is crucial if you want 
to be able to communicate with friends and family. In Wuhan it’s hard to find 
Chinese people who can speaks English, the only Chinese people that I spoke English 
with were my teachers and students at the University. Not even all the office staff at 
the university spoke English. Fixing everyday things in Wuhan could therefore be a 
struggle and you always need to team up with someone who speaks Chinese to get 
things done.  
I wished I knew those things before I got there. If you just stay open-minded when 
you get to Wuhan things will go just fine. China is a country that loves papers and 
stamps on papers. When you get there you will have a lot of things you need to take 
care of with registration, living and all the small things you take for granted back 
home. Everything will be very complex and sometimes make no sense. Just go with 
the flow and take one thing at a time. Since everything takes a long time to finish I 
would recommend you to be in Wuhan as soon as the registration starts (1-1.5 week 
before classes).  There is no buddy-program, but since foreigners always surround 
you it’s not going to be any difficulties to find friends.  
 
If you are reading this and wondering if an exchange semester is something for you I 
would strongly recommend you to go! Because you are staying a while in a different 
country with a different culture you learn a lot by living there. In the beginning it was 
a bit of struggle, but the longer you stay the better it gets. The semester I spent in 
Wuhan has been one of the most giving semesters of my life. You get a better 
understanding in different cultures as well as you learn a lot about yourself during the 
semester. The semester in Wuhan has given me a different way of viewing and 
dealing with things. Can’t forget to mention that you make friends and memories for 
life.  
 
If	you	are	going	Wuhan	to	study	at	the	Wuhan	University	or	interested	in	doing	so	and	
have	questions	please	feel	free	to	contact	me.	I	will	gladly	share	my	experiences	and	give	
you	tips	and	tricks	I	wish	I	knew	before	I	got	there.	
My	email:	andreberglonn@gmail.com	


