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My Semester in Madrid 
I had heard so many times that a semester abroad is the best time of your life. I had thought 

about it, and wondered if I would experience the same. After four and a half month in 

Madrid I can tell you that it really was the most amazing experience I have had in my life so 

far! 

 

My favourite spot in Madrid 

Why going on exchange? 
I realised that this was an excellent opportunity to study in another country. There was 

support from my home university and it felt safe to know that there was an existing 

agreement between the different universities. Going abroad by myself would be costful 

concerning the semester fees: an opportunity like the Erasmus programme would not come 

again. My adventure was just some decisions and applications away.  

I wanted to experience another culture and a different climate but not too far away from my 

family. So my choice became the capital of Spain with its siestas, tapas, sangria and 

incredible kind and patient people. 

Universidad Carlos III de Madrid  
The University is located in Getafe, south of Madrid, only 20 minutes away by train from the city 

centre. I choose to take the following courses: 

 Spanish semester course 

 Information skills 

 Classical Sociological theory 

 Political actors and behaviour I 

 Supply Chain Management 

 Economic integration since 1945 
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Overall the quality was good, but it depended strongly on the professors. I can also say that not all of 

them had such good English. It was also a very different kind of studying in comparison to Stockholm 

University. You study all courses at the same time during the whole semester and you spend more 

time scheduled in school. We also had homework which in combination with the rest of the system 

brought a slight part of me back to high school. The classes were a lot smaller than what I was used 

to at Stockholm University. They were more like a seminar group at SU.  The small classes made most 

of the professors recognise you and be aware of your performance in class. I thought these small 

classes was very nice and a great opportunity to meet people.  

The Spanish course had a fee but I could really recommend it. You are a part of a small group and I 

learn a lot. I had a wonderful teacher and great classmates, it was the best class of the week.  

You may wonder: how much do I have to study? - It is very individual and depending on the courses 

and your ambitions. Some of them didn’t require much studying while some courses did. We 

attended nearly every lecture and seminar each week which in the end was proven to be a good 

choice when it was time for both partial and final exams.  

Advice: To get the classes you want, or the schedule you want, look up the courses carefully and 

make sure they don’t overlap. Most importantly, be quick when the registration progress begins. The 

classes are small so the spots are few aswell. I had one backup for every course I wanted to attend in 

case it was full. I also managed to choose my courses in a way that made me free on Fridays which 

was so nice! 

Accommodation 
I lived together with two other girls from Stockholm University. We ended up in a very nice 

apartment in the area of La Latina, close to Tirso de Molina. We had walking distance to 

nearly every part of the centre of Madrid and we loved the location. We walked to Sol, the 

most central part of Madrid, were the train went directly to Carlos Tercero.  I can really 

recommend to stay close to sol, It makes it easy to come to school and you have close to 

every café/bar, club, park were you most likely will hang out.  

Where to look? 
First and foremost, relax, there will always be a place for you to stay in Madrid. Idealista is a 

great place to look. I would also recommend to look at Airbnb. Many of the hosts at Idealista 

do only speak Spanish but they are extremely patient so use the Spanish you have and email 

as many as you can.  

Idealista was the first place we looked at before we left Sweden. We started around 

Christmas to look at accommodations at the webpage. Our emails always included a request 

to come for a viewing, to see that it really existed and to make sure it looked alright. We 

soon realised that it was hard to get an apartment from home. The ones we wanted to look 

at when we arrived couldn’t wait for us to come down, and got rented out quickly.  

We began our journey renting trough Airbnb the first two weeks, which was great with all 

our luggage. We also had the space to study and prepare meals. During those two weeks we 

looked through Idealista. We emailed a lot and were at a few viewings. Unfortunately we 

didn’t find anything with the standards we wanted at the right location. So we got in contact 

with a landlord through Airbnb, who had a perfect place for us. It wasn’t available until the 
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end of February but she arranged two other places for us during the time. Emma was a great 

help for us, and after living in three different parts of the city we finally ended up at her 

apartment in La Latina, with three bedrooms, one guest room with sofa bed, one living 

room, two toilets, kitchen and a dining room. The rent was a bit expensive, 600 euros each 

but we had to increase our budget to find an apartment.  

  

The livingroom where we studied in La Latina 

In which part of the city? 
If you study at Carlos III, it is very nice to live close to sol. Then you can walk down to the 

station and take the train that brings you to school. Many places within the centre is very 

nice though. We lived close to Atocha in the beginning, it works well but as close to sol as 

possible is the optimal I would say. We also lived in Arguelles for a short while, also a nice 

area but a bit further away from the train. I would not recommend living in Getafe. The 

trains do not go late and the town do not seem so alive. Most of the events will be held in 

the centre of Madrid and most of your fellow classmates will live in the city too. We always 

felt a bit sorry for those living in Getafe and they did aswell!  

 

The different areas in the centre            The way from plaza mayor to our apartment 
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What to do in Madrid? 
Madrid is an amazing city. It is the heart of Spain and you are just some hours away from 

many nice cities; Barcelona, Bilbao, Valencia, Cadiz, Alicante and even Portugal and Marocco 

is close! The city centre is very concentrated with many small alleys and cosy streets. One of 

our favorite places were the beautiful park Retiro. I have many nice memories from there, 

our first run in Madrid, Cava in the sun, and sunbathing.  

 

The little lake located in the middle of the park Retiro 

All of us three living together bought a gym card at basic fit and I can recommend that for 

you who wish to workout. It is located in the centre and has both gym and classes. But my 

favourite workout-tip is to take a run in Casa del Campo. From there you can see the 

mountains and there is also a lake close by. 

You can always eat your way through the city. Tapas, raciones, pinchos, it is all amazing. It is 

such an easy and chill way to go out and eat and it is so cheap! A little tip I got from my 

Spanish teacher, when you buy alcohol you will always get a tapas, always! 

  

Some tapas close to Plaza de Santa Ana 

My favourite restaurant was like a street food market of three floors located in calle 

fuencaral. The name is, Mercado de San Il de Fonso, I really recommend that place, we were 

regulars.  



Amalia Lundin Universidad Carlos III de Madrid  Sping 2016 

 

Mercado de San Il de Fonso 

One of the highlights of the semester was the open terrace party at the arena of Santiago 

Bernabéu, Real Madrid home stadium! 

 

Open terrace party at Santiago Bernabéu 

Another tip; the student society ESN arrange many trips, parties, tapas nights etc, I really 

recommend to attend those to meet other students. 

I had such a great experience, and it was fun to be a part of the manaña manaña culture. 

Learning that it is just about different relations to time and not about people being rude 

when they drop in up to 15 minutes late. I grew much as a person, being more responsible 

and not as stressed as before. I felt that the courses made me more general educated. It was 

also an experience to study in the way that many of other students in the world does (taking 

many course at the time).  
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This semester was the best months of my life and I now got friends located in the United 

States, the Netherlands, England, Poland, Spain etc. etc. My English is even more fluent and 

my Spanish has improved a lot!  

Madrid has such a special place in my heart. 2014 I moved from Gothenburg to Stockholm to 

study and I realised that you could have two places to call home. Now I have a third home, 

Madrid. I will go back soon.  

Hasta luego,(See you),  

Amalia Lundin  


