
My name is Julia and I am studying my bachelor at Stockholm Business School. Ever since I started the program 

I have known that I wanted to do a semester abroad. At first I thought about applying for the most noticeable 

capitals such as London or Paris, but I changed my mind last minute and applied for a school in Madrid instead 

– more interesting and not a typical “weekend-destination” as the others are.  

The university in Madrid that I went to is called ICADE (Universidad Pontificia de Comillas) and it is a catholic 

school with high performance students. Most of the classes are thought in Spanish but if you are flexible with 

your choice of the courses you might be able to get them only in English. Especially if you are a business 

student. Before leaving for Madrid you have to take a language test in order for the school to know what level 

in Spanish you are at and place you in the right group for that. The way the classes was organized differ a lot 

from what we have at the Swedish universities. In order to cover 30 ESCT I had to take on 6 courses, and I took 

them all at the same time. So when it was time for both the mid-terms and the finals you did not really have a 

life other than school. The teaching differed too, in the way that participation was of great importance.  

Madrid as a city is absolutely amazing. It differentiate a lot from Sweden and Stockholm, though not in a bad 

way. At first you might find eating dinner at 11pm or coming home from a nightclub at 7.30am weird, but you 

will get used to it, and even more so, like it!  

Housing in Madrid was way harder than what I thought getting there. The first month I stayed at different 

Airbnb:s and went to several apartment showings, only to find that most of the contracts was at a minimum of 

1 year rent or seemed a bit shady. I ended up with continuing renting an apartment through Airbnb for the 

whole semester. Though if you are open to stay at a shared apartment with other students I think I will be a lot 

easier to find a good housing arrangement for a descent price. 

The city has a lot to offer, such as incredible architecture, amazing food, great nightlife and the people are very 

welcoming towards you as an exchange student. Also, the cost of living in Spain is a lot cheaper than in 

Sweden. 

You will absolutely be able to get around in the city with only knowing English, but it is to prefer to at least have 

a sufficient understanding of Spanish. Mostly because you will be able to practice and improve it a lot since the 

people living there really prefer to speak their own language.  

I would really recommend going abroad for a semester, you will grow as a person and see things in a new way 

after that.  

If you have any questions about the school, the city or just in general about the exchange semester, please do 

contact me! 

 

 


