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The exchange semester was something I had been looking forward to ever since I started studying at 

Stockholms University. In fact, I had been set on applying for an exchange in South Korea from the 

beginning as long as there was a spot available. I had always been interested in the idea of moving 

somewhere with a completely different culture and history, to live in and experience a society 

different from the western ones. The fact that I got the chance to go on this adventure and study has 

given me memories for life, and I hope a lot of other students will realize that this is something you 

just have to do. 

Shortly after I had applied and been accepted to Korea University I got emails from representatives 

of their office of international affairs and information regarding my semester at Korea University. 

Along with the office of international affairs, which is more of an administrative department, there is 

two faculties called KUBA (Korea university buddy assistant) and KUBS buddy (Korea university 

business school buddy). These faculties will assign you to a large group of exchange students and 

domestic students, and within these larger groups there will be smaller groups of 2-3 exchange 

students and a “buddy” that will be helping you throughout your stay. This is something that was of 

tremendous help, especially during the first weeks of my stay, and I’m really grateful for everything 

they did. 

The first week is something of an introduction and activity week where you get to meet all the other 

exchange students within the large combined group (there are a lot of exchange students at Korea 

University) and go on some guided tours through the city as well as exploring different types of food. 

There were also 3-4 meet ups every week, everything from lunch to dinners, parties and other 

activities, so you’re bound to know each and every one sooner rather than later. 

When it comes to accommodation there are several options available in the area near the school, the 

most popular one being the goshiwon, dorm like rooms of average 5-7 square meters because of 

their cost and accessibility or the dorm in the international houses. But for those who does not wish 

to live in what some might describe as a closet there are studios, but these often times require you 

to have a large deposit (although it can be negotiated) and of course some basic knowledge of how 

the Korean housing market work. 

 In terms course modules I was taking mostly finance related courses such as Coproate finance, Risk 

management, Business valuation but also International business and Intermediate accounting, which 

all held quite high standards. The minimum for a student from Stockholms university to take is as far 

as I know 5 courses, which means that you will most likely be spending around 10 hours in class each 

week due to mandatory attendance (in most of them). As most, if not all of the classes are in the 

smaller sizes, there will be a lot more participation expected in the lectures and oftentimes a closer 

relationship with the professors than you would in the big sized classes at SU. 

When it comes to the city of Soul it has much to offer, from day activities to the buzzing nightlife 

there will be something for everyone as the city “never” sleeps. Nights out will for example not ruin 

you, even if you would happen to decide that every day is a Saturday and the club is your home. Just 



remember to study, because the exams periods (midterm and final) can get really stressful as 

everything might be crammed into a schedule of 3-4 days, less if you’re really unlucky. 


