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I have always loved United States and Florida. When I applied for the exchange program, 

Florida Atlantic University (FAU) felt like the number one choice for me. My only 

requirement was to live in a English speaking country because the main reason for me going 

abroad were to develop my communication skills in both written and spoken English. Besides 

that I also had a strong desire to evolve as a person and to experience something new.  

 

 
 

FAU had a great contact person, Tania. She’s the one who administrate all the paperwork, 

provides you with guidelines and answer all of your questions. She was very helpful both 

before and during the semester. The administrative process before going away was the most 

tricky part if you ask me. For example applying for courses and to organize your own 

schedule, which is very different from Sweden. During all that type of things FAU did an 

excellent job with detailed instructions and quick response on emails. 

 

When it comes to education I took the following courses: International Business, International 

Marketing, International Retail, Principles of Real estate and Entrepreneurship. I believe that 

the quality of the education was overall very good! Better than I expected. We were around 

30 students in every class, the professors were passionated and we had a lot of oral activities 

during class which is different from Sweden. Oral activities like group discussions, debates, 

presentations etc. I believe that's a very important preparation for our future and something 

that goes beyond the normal Swedish university experience. It's really cool to see the public 

speaking skills the American students have! I'm not the one who loves to speak in front of 

other people but after my semester at FAU that's not a problem anymore. To other students  



who will go to FAU I would really recommend the international courses. It was more than 

interesting to study international business from an American perspective and to get their 

opinion about Europe and for example Sweden when it comes to culture, politics, ethics etc.  

 

 
 

Every class was 3 hours and 20 minutes in classroom every week. A lot of the classes is 

evening classes 6pm-9.20pm, sometimes without any breaks. For me who is a morning person 

that made me very tired the last hour so I preferred the day classes, but if you like the days off 

evening classes is a good option. Presence in class is very important! If you missed more than 

2 classes during a semester they reduced your grade. Besides the in class hours you should 

have 75 hours per class self studies during a semester. So for example I had 1 test, 1 oral 

presentation and 3 business cases that I had to hand in to my professors every week. They 

grade everything so you need to deliver all the time. This was a big change for me when I first 

started at FAU, being used to study very independent at SU. At FAU the final exams is about 

20-25% of the grade and all the small tasks during the semester about 75%. Afterwards I 

really like the American way better because I believe that I actually studied and learned much 

more than I do in Sweden.  



I had almost all of my classes in the business building which was a really nice building, 

totally renovated with a new design. The other parts of the school was also nice but older than 

the college of business. The campus had everything, gym, pool area, trading room, good 

restaurants a lot of studying areas etc. I really liked to hang out at the school, it's a beautiful 

environment.  

 

 
 

When it comes to housing I didn't live on campus because I was in Florida with my boyfriend 

who wasn't a student. Instead we rented a part of a house for 1500$/month. Housing in Boca 

was expensive due to it's a very wealthy city. What I heard from my friends living on campus 

that was very expensive too (I think it was around 1000$/month plus meal plan). When living 

outside of campus like me you really need a car, the public transports dosn’t working very 

well. There is one bus especially for the university that goes from campus to the beach and to 

the town center but I never tried it. If you want to go to Miami you can go with the railway, 

that’s both easy and cheap. But we got all information about transportation options on our 

first day in school which was very helpful.  

 

Otherwise Boca Raton is a beautiful and unique city. I loved living there! It's a very wealthy 

city, with a lot of rich retired people. If you go outside of campus you don't see any young 

people at all actually. The royal and pink plaza is the “city” of Boca and very beautiful places 

with a lot of good restaurants. Same thing there, due to the old population there's not so many 

bars/clubs but very nice restaurants. There is one bar called “Blue Martini” where everyone 

went on weekends. We were not allowed to cook in our house so we ate out everyday and I 

was very satisfied with all the good options and would gladly recommend restaurants if 

someone is going to Boca. The prices is not that cheap but still less expensive than 



Stockholm! If you want to go grocery shopping both Whole foods and Publix Greenwise is 

nice grocery stores with a lot of healthy and ecological options. If you want fast food both 

Chipotle and Shake Shack is very close to FAU and provides really good food.  

 

 
 

If you want to go shopping there is a big mall in Boca (like 20 minutes walk from FAU) that’s 

called Town Center Boca Raton. They have everything you could ask for (around 200 stores), 

both very upscale stores and low cost stores like forever 21. They have also a lineup of 6 

department stores like Macy's, Nordstroms, Bloomingdales etc. If you want to go even bigger 

there’s just an 40 minutes drive down to Sawgrass Mills which is a big outlet in Florida with 

350 stores all outlet priced.  

 

There's also very nice beaches in Boca. Due to it's not a tourist city it's very peaceful to spend 

some hours at the beach, we did it almost everyday. The perfect study place! We always went 

to South inlet park because they had the cheapest parking, 4$ per hour. Most of the other 

parks have a fee of 10-15$ for a whole day.  



 
 

The best thing with Boca is the location. There’s a lot of nice places located around Boca that 

you may want to visit when you are there. Me and my boyfriend was driving around a lot and 

visited for example the team parks in Orlando, alligators in Everglades, the big mansions in 

wealthy Palm Beach, the retirement paradise Naples on the west coast, cool nightclubs and 

beach clubs in Miami, the Miami open tennis center in key biscayne and the absolute amazing 

drive down to key west etc. The drive down to key west is something you have to do when 

you’re living in Florida because it’s an amazing drive and such unique place to visit.  

 

Overall my semester in Florida was the best thing I ever done. The weather, the people, the 

school, everything was perfect! I would really recommend it to other students. FAU was a 

perfect host university.  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
	


