
Queen Mary University of London 
London has always been one of my favorite European cities and it has been a dream 
of mine to some day live there ever since I visited the city for the first time. I have 
always liked the atmosphere in London and admired how all the cultures of the world 
are present and embraced in the capital. When it was time to apply for an exchange 
semester London was my first choice.  
 
I studied at Queen Mary University of London located in the east of London, between 
the tube stations Mile End and Stephney Green. I took four courses at the Business 
and Management institution, which I applied to online before going there. These were 
Corporate Social Responsibility, Creative Industries, Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship and Psychology of Leadership. In my opinion the professors at 
Queen Mary are very committed to their students and passionate about the subject 
they are teaching. The lessons and seminars were in smaller groups and the professors 
had a dialogue with the students and asked a lot of questions. This way of teaching 
challenged my language skills and developed a deeper knowledge about the subjects 
the courses discussed. When it was time for exams I had already developed the 
learning basics thanks to the interactive lessons and seminars.  
 
Because of excessive amounts of rooms I managed to get housing through the 
university. I lived in an all girls flat where I had my own room and shared the 
bathroom and the kitchen. It is important to keep in mind that the living standards in 
London are lower than in Stockholm, which means that even the most expensive flats 
may not live up to the standards that we are used to here in Sweden when it comes to 
heat, water and hygiene. We had a cleaning lady who came five days a week and 
cleaned the common areas. I paid around 36 000 SEK and had access to my flat from 
the 5th of January to the 12th of June. This flat was situated on campus within walking 
distance to all of my classes and the student gym. The student gym was not very big 
but modern and newly renovated with an access to an all girls-gym as well. I paid 
around 1000 SEK for the whole semester and had access to the gym from 6 am to 10 
pm.  
 
London is an expensive city and it is important to be prepared for the costs of renting 
a flat/room. There are a lot of people in need of housing in London, which means that 
people who sublet rooms and flats can take advantage of the situation. Therefore, it is 
important to see the room/flat before you make any payments or sign any contracts.  
 
My time abroad has benefitted me in many ways. I have improved my English as well 
as my skills within the subjects I have studied. The way of learning at Queen Mary 
University of London differs from what we are used to at Stockholm Business School. 
Instead of reading one course at a time, I read all four of my courses at the same time 
during a period of three months with my exams spread out over the remaining three 
months. This left me with a lot of time to study and prepare, as well as the opportunity 
to plan my free time and being able to experience London. Depending on the courses 
you take the dates for the final exams are different and this is not something that is 
planned in advanced. I am very happy with the four courses I chose, even though both 
Creative Industries and Innovation and Entrepreneurship were very challenging. My 
exchange semester has benefitted my personal development as well. Moving to 
another country is never an easy thing to do and some days were harder than others, 



but I think the best thing to do is to make sure that the experience is worth being away 
from your family and friends.  


