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University of New South Wales – Sydney Australia 

In the following I will give insight in my semester at the University of New South Wales in 

Australia´s biggest city Sydney. Besides housing and the school, I hope I am able to give you 

further information that may come handy for future SBS exchange students. 

Housing 

Sydney is a massive widespread city and the UNSW is located in the eastern suburbs. University 

housing is offered and can be applied for beforehand. However, I advise to save the AUS $100 

and to look for private housing via online portals like Gumtree or Flatmates. Reasons for that are 

that the housing provided by the school is quite expensive and some is directly on campus – and 

that is not where you spend most of your time. Areas to look for are Randwick, Kingsford, Coogee 

or Maroubra. Randwick and Kingsford are very close to the school whereas Coogee and Maroubra 

are located on the beach. A cheap place costs AUS $150 per week but you can also easily spend 

up to AUS $350 per week. I personally lived in Maroubra at the beach where I spend most of my 

time and it was an easy 20-25 min bike ride to school. Get a hostel in Coogee Beach for the first 

week or so to meet people and look for a place while getting in the beach vibe. 

Orientation Program 

Make sure to be added to the Facebook group to find out where other people stay and what is 

going on during the first days. People tend to make arrangements through Facebook and there is 

something happening every day. However, the program is not comparable at all to the SBS 

welcoming weeks, which are way more personal and entertaining. 

 

Sydney Harbor Bridge & Opera House 
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School 

The campus is quite big and in the beginning it is hard to navigate yourself around. Classes are 

comparable to Sweden with essays, exams and presentations. In general, if you invest a certain 

amount of effort, you should not have any problems with passing your courses. Also, you will 

spend a lot of time in your first week at the international office and if you are stubborn enough 

you will be able to create a very convenient schedule for you. As a tip if they say at the 

international office that something is not possible find out where to look for the head of the 

respective school and they may be able to fix stuff for you. Most likely you will not study the 

courses you are most interested in but the ones that are available. In addition, if you expect to 

study with a lot of Australians UNSW is the wrong school for you since most of the students will 

be Chinese who study full time in Australia (at least in the courses I took at the management and 

accounting school). 

Surfing 

If one of the main reasons for you to go to Australia is surfing, as it was for me, make sure you 

live close to Maroubra Beach. It is the biggest and best beach in Sydney for surfing and lets you 

start off as a beginner at the south end while the pros will be found on the north end. There is a 

Facebook group for UNSW exchange students where you might be able to make a good deal on a 

used board and wetsuit. 

 

Maroubra Beach Sunset 
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Traveling 

Most likely your plans while in Australia include seeing other spots besides Sydney. During your 

first weeks you could explore the area around Sydney including the northern or southern beaches 

as well as the national parks as for example the Blue Mountains. Personally I can also recommend 

Tasmania, make sure you take about a week and get your car to get around. If you want to go up 

or down the east coast be prepared for a lot of European backpackers, which can make it quite 

noisy and unrelaxed (avoid Base and Nomads hostels!). By far the best spot on the East Coast is 

Byron Bay and make sure you make a trip to the Great Barrier Reef as long as it is still there. In 

case you read this report early enough – save money! Flying is convenient and affordable but as 

soon as you actually want to do something you will realize money just flies out of your pocket. As 

a tip, try to arrange a long weekend in your schedule so you can go exploring. 

Other Stuff 

Woolworths, Coles and Aldi are the biggest super markets in Australia. As a student Aldi might 

come in handy as it is the cheapest out of the options and in case you are German you might be 

familiar with the one or other product. Smoking can be considered as an expensive habit in 

Australia since prices are skyrocketing and most likely you will start to roll your own. However, in 

case you consider making a trip to New Zealand get tobacco beforehand since it is even more 

expensive there. Public transportation cannot be compared to Sweden since the train is basically 

useless when studying at UNSW and the buses run constantly late. I cannot say a lot about 

clubbing in Sydney since, as mentioned before, I spent most of the time at the beach. However, 

there are lock-out laws meaning you cannot enter any club after 1:30 am. In addition, the security 

and their behavior can be pretty much compared to the Ordningsvakt in Stockholm (how many 

drinks did you have tonight?!).  

 

In case you need further details you can always contact me on LinkedIn. Please give me some 

days to reply and make sure you ask specifically for things. 


