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Since starting on the bachelors programme in business administration at Stockholm Business 

School, I looked forward to spending an exchange semester abroad. I had many expectations 

before going on my exchange semester, and all of them were met.  

 

The reason behind why I wanted to study in another country was to view a more international 

and wide aspect of the area that I am studying. This was also my thought behind choosing 

Athens, I wanted to study in a different culture and also in a country which has a very 

different economy compared to Sweden. 

 

Before this journey begun, I was really nervous and anxious, and it felt scary to leave 

Stockholm and change university. My semester in Athens began in the middle of September, 

but I made a trip to the city in the beginning of August to arrange with housing. Since the 

economic situation in Greece isn’t the 

best, finding an apartment to rent was 

relatively easy since many people are 

renting out. I rented a 45m! apartment 

in an area called Ambelokipi, which is 

only three metro stations from the city 

center Syntagma and 15 minutes by 

foot to the university. I absolutely 

recommend this area, since it is for 

example close to many stores and the 

head quarters for the Greek police. 

The rent every month was 230€, plus electricity, water, Wi-Fi and some shared costs that 

every apartment in the house paid. Overall, I paid approximately 300€ for housing every 

month, which I regard as relatively cheap since my apartment was spacious and very close to 

the city center. Since this was the first time for me living alone, this made me much more 

independent and responsible.  

 

Overall, I would say that my monthly expenses were around 500-600€. The great thing with 

Athens University of Economics and Business (AUEB) is that they offer three meals per day 

for free for Erasmus students, which can help save a lot of money! Transportation is also 

cheap and a monthly card for transportation is 15€. 
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One week before the fall semester begun, the university’s Erasmus committee had organized 

activities for both day and night, which made it easier to get to know and connect with other 

students! Before this welcome programme you were also provided with a buddy, who is a 

student at the host university that can help you with pretty much everything! 

 

In regards to the host university, it is a little bit different in comparison with Stockholm 

business school. First of all, almost everything is paper based, which means that for 

registration people might experience a little “running” around. This might lead to the 

interpretation that AUEB sometimes is rather unorganized, since papers might disappear or 

since you might be sent between several people. However, my university had a great Erasmus 

office, with polite staff that was of big help.  

 

In regards to the teaching, the structure of the learning was very different with what I am used 

to. In my home university, regularly we would have one course at a time, during for 

approximately one month and have an 

exam, and thereafter the same thing again 

with a new course. However, at AUEB, I 

had five 6 ECTS courses, which all was 

examined during the last two weeks of the 

semester. Since this is something that I am 

not used to, I experienced that it at times 

was hard to know for example which 

course to focus on. I would although 

consider the quality of the teaching to be good, even though there is always some teachers 

that might have a better outline in their lessons then others.  

 

Overall, I am extremely happy that I decided to study a semester abroad, especially my choice 

of going to Athens and Athens University of Economics and Business. Athens is an 

extraordinary city, with a great pulse and around 4 million people. The city offers everything 

from city life to beaches since it is so big, but a good idea is to read a little extra about some 

neighborhoods since some areas are considered to be more exposed than others. A great tip 

for students that decide to study in Athens is to also try and travel as much as possible to other 
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islands and cities in Greece, since buses, trains and ferries are relatively cheap with you 

student id! 

 

If you are sitting and think about whether you should go on an exchange semester or not, and 

especially if you are thinking about Athens, then the answer is YES! Imagine studying in one 

of Europe’s biggest capital, in a city that never sleeps, a city that has amazing history. To 

study abroad is extremely fun. You will get to meet people from many different cultures and 

experience to live in another country but also get an international aspect in the field that you 

study. Studying abroad was absolutely one of the best times of my life!	  	  

	  

 
 

If you are interested in studying in Athens, don’t hesitate to contact me for further information 

or questions you might have! 


