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I am doing the master program consumer and business marketing in Stockholm and I had the 
opportunity to do one semester abroad before I start to write my thesis. I decided to apply for 
SKEMA Business School since it was the university which had the best reputation of the partner 
universities offered for the master programs.  
 
The university is located in the biggest business center of Paris which means that a lot of companies 
are situated there and hence there are many possibilities to eat and shop around the university 
which is really practical. However, this business area is not located in the center of Paris but in the 
suburbs. Although it is not located in the city there are lots of possibilities to arrive there by public 
transportation (metro, trains, etc.).  
 
The university allows you to take courses of all different master programs that they offer. Most of 
the marketing courses that were offered covered similar topics than we already discussed during our 
first year in Stockholm so I was not able to take them. Finally, I ended up taking 8 different courses 
including management and human resources courses. Due to the fact that I selected courses of 
different master programs the people in the courses always changed and it was hard to remember 
the people and the project groups from all the courses. Luckily, at the beginning of the semester the 
university organized a day where all exchange students received information which made it possible 
to get to know the other exchange students.  
 
The organization of the courses was not really planned well. Exchange students were supposed to 
put together their own timetable and keep track of overlaps of the courses. However, the schedule 
seemed to change constantly which made it difficult to attend classes. This was especially a problem 
since attendance was obligatory for all classes.  
 
The expectations of the professors regarding exams and reports were lower than at Stockholm 
University but a lot more practice-oriented. Usually all classes had a group work with a group report 
and/or a presentation and an individual report or an exam at the end of the semester. Unlike in 
Stockholm all the deadlines were at the end of the semester which allows students to do a lot of 
things in their free time at the beginning and towards the end it can become quite exhausting. 
However, there is not so much time for travelling I would say since all classes are obligatory and 
students have to sign in each class or the professors call out their names and tick them off on their 
lists.  
 
Since the university is not in the center of Paris I decided to live in Versailles, another city close to 
Paris. From my home it took me 20 minutes to get to the university which is faster than the time that 
some students spend in the metro from the city center.  
 
The university tried to help exchange students to integrate at the beginning but there were no 
activities that were especially for them. However, there are lots of events that the ESN Paris does 
when you join Facebook groups. You can also join the parties that SKEMA organizes for all of their 
students. Another interesting event that SKEMA offered were presentations of working professionals 
which gave students the opportunity to ask questions to them and learn more about the jobs that 
they want to do later and about the expectations of companies. 
 
All in all, I can say that Paris is a wonderful and lively city which offers a lot of things to explore even 
if you don’t have the time to travel a lot. SKEMA gives you a lot more practical knowledge which can 
be of advantage for your future career. You also have the opportunity to meet a lot of international 
people on the campus since the students of the master programs come from all over the world.  


