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Exchange report 

 

Madrid 

Madrid is a vibrant city offering opportunities to experience the Spanish atmosphere, 

delicious food, impressive history and amazing student life. 

 

Universidad Carlos III de Madrid 

The university is located in Getafe, a suburb south of Madrid which you can reach in 20 

minutes by train, travelling from the city centre. There are about 10 000 students at Carlos III 

and the university hosts some 1 000 exchange students which means that the amount of 

foreign students is rather high. The university offers courses taught in Spanish and in English. 

In the courses taught in English most of the students are exchange students and in the 

courses taught in Spanish there are almost only Spanish students. 

Regarding the application for courses, the system is quite special. From that the online 

application system opens it will be the one that is fastest that will get the courses he/she 

wants. Some courses were full already after 3-4 minutes so I suggest to plan which courses 

you want to take before the system opens, and prepare a “plan b” if any of your courses 

happens to be fully booked. The unfair part of this system is that all students do not get 

access to the system at the same time but are divided into two or three different groups. 

The first group might get access to the system at 1 pm while the last group gets access to the 

system at 4 pm and might not get a chance to apply to some of the courses. 

I took all of the following courses in English: Operations Management, Strategic 

Management, International Finance, Human resource management and Business 

internationalization and labour relations. I would say the quality of English by the teachers 

was ok but the quality of teaching was high.  

 

Accommodation 

Before arrival I wasn’t sure if it was better to live in the centre of Madrid or close to school. I 

ended up in Getafe and had a 5 minutes’ walk to the campus while many other students 

living in Madrid had to travel for 30 minutes to get to Carlos III. However, Getafe is a very 

calm area and there is not a lot to do there except studying. If you want to live close to all 

the clubs, restaurants and the majority of the rest of the exchange students I recommend to 

live in the city centre of Madrid. Furthermore, I would recommend to live as close to Puerta 

del Sol as possible, since that is where everything happens, it was often the meeting point 

for a lot of different activities. From Puerta del Sol it is also possible to take direct trains to 

Getafe. Some web sites to search for accommodation:  



Tobias Sandstedt 
Universidad Carlos III de Madrid 
tobias.sandstedt@live.se   

 uniplaces.com  

 idealista.com 

 fotocasa.es 

 

Student life 

No wonder there are a lot of exchange students in Madrid, the city is a very good choice for 

those who want to have fun outside of school. There are lots of great restaurants, bars and 

clubs. The most impressive club is Teatro Kapital, which has 7 floors. 

The ESN organisation at the university organized a lot of activities during the first two weeks 

and there were plenty of opportunities to get to know new people. Also, during the rest of 

the semester ESN organized trips and parties.  

Another organization that I can recommend is Citylife Madrid. They sell excursions and 

activities and can also help with all kind of practical information upon arrival. I recommend 

attending their free welcome meetings that will be organised in the beginning of the 

semester. 

 

Questions 

If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact me by e-mail: tobias.sandstedt@live.se 
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