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An exchange semester abroad might be a good experience for younger students who are starting their 

careers and would be beneficial to add more broad experience with a different culture to their resume.  

Nevertheless, I picked Spain as my exchange studies country since it is not too far away from home, I 

wanted to stay in Europe, and since I have heard many good things about the country and the people. 

So I got nominated to study at Navarra University in Pamplona. At my home University prior to 

mobilization, I received all the necessary information, concerning what is needed in order to mobilize 

and what to expect when I get there and how to deal with every upcoming situation. 

Before the move, I had to apply for a student visa at the Spanish Embassy which I did and got. Write an 

English test which in my opinion does not make any sense because it does not reflect the real student’s 

level of proficiency. Moreover, I started looking online for an accommodation, from the hosting 

University dorms and the suggested agencies, that did not turn out to be very successful. The student 

Buddy assigned to me was not very helpful as well in that sense. I contacted many other agencies and 

landlords and the best suggestion was to go there first and then look for an accommodation, I decided 

just that. 

I have never been to Spain, and this is one of the reasons why I picked it up, as well as I wanted to get to 

know more the Spanish culture and the Spanish people. The most important subject I wasn’t alarmed 

about and I never expected to be as such is that without knowing Spanish it would be very difficult to 

communicate and get around easy. The poor level of English proficiency was so shocking, considering a 

tourism country. It was very hard to find an English speaker to ask for directions, grocery, or anything 

else you get stuck with. People were friendly and tried their best to assist but it out of their reach, they 

just couldn’t interact in any other language but Spanish (An alarming situation for all future students 

who intend to study in Spain). 

The administration at the hosting University were very helpful, in a sense that they offered their 

assistance in any situation I faced, but was not always reachable and during convenient hours. I 

struggled quite a bit at the beginning in order to find accommodation. Since I am older than the usual 

students attending University which made it harder for them to accept living with me (I don’t blame 

them). So I stayed in a Hostel for around ten days, until and after a week searching all day long I was 

able to find a private apartment that suits my needs even though it was more expensive than expected. 

The courses applicable to my studies did not offer me a wide selection, so to come up with 30 ECTs I had 

to take six courses at the same time. That meant more time to study and prepare for assignments and 

projects than to spend exploring the country and the surrounding (Another Alarming situation, due to 

the extensive study program, many students fell behind on assignments and projects because they 

thought they can spend more time on exploring and having fun, just to find themselves falling short at 

the end of the semester and could not keep up). 

Courses were administered mostly in a professional manner and the professors were helpful and 

friendly. Overall, the exchange semester experience would rather be a good one for younger, less 



experienced students. Moreover, in my opinion it should not be compulsory since students’ situations 

change and it might not always be convenient and affordable for them to indulge with such experience. 

It would be my pleasure to answer or assist any future student who would like to have a real picture 

about what to expect while going on an exchange semester, please do not hesitate to contact me if you 

need any further information and/or clarification. 


