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As I had the opportunity to study abroad during my second 

year of my master’s degree I knew I wanted to go back to 

the USA. I had previously studied there for 3,5 years and 

absolutely loved it. As my experience of the USA had 

primarily been based in the south I was very excited when 

I was given the chance of studying in Colorado.  

As an exchange student, you have the option of 

participating in the UCCS ibuddy program. The program 

pairs you up with a student at the school who is willing to 

help you with various things. I thought this was a good 

idea, and an easy way to meet new people. I was lucky 

and was 

paired with 

a great 

buddy. The picture to the left shows me, my 

buddy Corbin, his two dogs, and his former 

buddy Pfifa (Spain). I did have some housing 

problems and did not find any housing before 

going there, I do not know if this had anything to 

do with me being a master’s student and not a 

bachelor’s student. I did feel like I did not 

receive quite as much help because of my 

degree status so being a bachelor student might 

be easier. However, my buddy and his wife let 

me stay with them for the first days, they made me feel very welcome by picking me up at the 

airport and helping me with a place to stay, as well as shopping necessities in the beginning. In 

the end, I found a place to stay close to the school and it worked out perfectly for me.  

The first couple of days consisted of meeting with other international students at a mandatory 

orientation. They help you understand everything from how to get your driver’s license, to how 

your VISA works. Also, they showed us around the city, how the 

bus system worked, and various other fun outings were available. 

During the semester, the ibuddy program has different events 

such as movie nights, field trips, and barbeques.  
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The school system is very different from SU, where as a “MBA” student you only have class 

once a week. I had to take four classes which is seen a s a lot by other MBA students but is not 

too bad. I prefer the US school system where you have a lot of different projects, presentations, 

and exams that adds up to your final grade. This means that it is easier to keep track of how 

you are doing and how you can improve. Further, my classes where small about 18-25 

students, and you see each other every week. This means that it is easier to build up 

relationships with your classmates as well as your professors. I found that a lot of my 

classmates where a lot older than me since it is more common in the US that you go back to 

school to get your MBA once you have worked for some time, and since Air Force is located in 

Colorado Springs I had a lot of army veterans in my classes. Needless to say, it led to a lot of 

interesting discussions and inputs.  

 

As a MBA student you only have class once a week per class, this meant that I only had four 

classes a week and they were all on Mondays and Tuesdays. This gave me a lot of free time 

and I could travel a lot during my semester, which was so great. I went down a few times to see 

friends in South Carolina 

and spent some time 

visiting a friend in New 

York. Studying in the USA 

gives you a lot of travel 

choices and chances to see 

different places.  

I was really looking forward 

to getting some skiing done 
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when in Colorado, however, there was barely any snow. Natives told me that they had never 

had this little snow during a fall. However, the nature in Colorado is the most beautiful I have 

ever seen. Colorado Springs is located right by the mountains and everyday going to school I 

had the best view. Hiking is a must if you go to Colorado. I never really enjoyed it before going 

here, but the mountains definitely changed my mind.  

I did expect a lot from my semester in Colorado, especially since I had already spent time in the 

USA and had such a great experience from my undergrad. Colorado fulfilled all my hopes and I 

wish I could go back for the spring semester. Further, this exchange gave me new friends from 

so many places which I am grateful for. 

 

All the best,  

Othilia Lindqvist 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	Fall 2016

