
Exchange Report, UNSW Sydney Fall 2016 

So, the time has come to reflect upon the last six months, which I spent as an exchange 
student at UNSW in Sydney. UNSW was my first choice when I applied for my exchange 
semester, and I’m very grateful that I got the opportunity to go there. Having never been to 
Australia before, I must admit that I worried a little bit about it being “overrated” since 
basically everyone you meet loves Australia. Now, it's safe to say that I wasn't 
disappointed. 

The campus at UNSW is huge with pretty much all the faculties located on main campus 
(arts classes are held at a different campus). The biggest difference from studying at SBS 
was that all the courses are run simultaneously, meaning 1, 2 and sometimes 3 classes 
per day, with all of them following pretty much the same schedule with regards to 
deadlines, making the semester a pretty busy one throughout even though most of the 
exams are held at the end of the semester. 

I took four classes during the semester, Digital Marketing & Web Analytics, Marketing 
Communications & Promotions Management, Corporate Strategy and Cross-cultural 
management. Especially the Digital Marketing course was of very high quality, and we 
were given the opportunity to work with a project for a client and then pitch our solutions 
for a board of industry people (such as the GM of Facebook). A nerve wrecking but 
unforgettable experience which has definitely prepared me for future challenges. I was 
very lucky with my group for the project, everyone was extremely motivated and I made 
some good friends! 

The strong connections to the business world is what I appreciated most with the 
university - in all of my courses there was a strong focus on being able to apply the 
knowledge and all lecturers made sure to stay up to date with the latest trends in the 
industry. Should you be interested, there is a wealth of seminars and events held on 
campus, many featuring prominent industry people. My best advice for choosing your 
courses at UNSW is to read the course outlines carefully. They have details on all 
assessment items and deadlines, meaning that you can choose courses with or without 
final exams but with essays for example, or with more or less group work. 

One of my biggest worries before my exchange was 
housing. Having been through the dramas which 
come with searching for a flat in Stockholm, I 
dreaded sleeping on the streets of Sydney. So when 
I got my offer from UNSW, I applied for campus 
housing. I did not get a place on campus, for which I 
am actually very happy now, even though it did 
worry me at the beginning. Generally, housing is 
very expensive in Sydney (yes, even compared to 
Stockholm) but I managed to cut costs by sharing a 
3 bedroom apartment with six other girls, who I met 
in the hostel where we were all staying the first 
week. Sharing a room is very common in Sydney, 
and worked out way better than I expected. We had 
surprisingly few dramas in the flat and I'm very happy that it worked out so well. Our flat 
was located in Coogee (which I would say is the best part of Sydney, not biased much) 
right off the beach, with a 20 minute uphill walk to campus or an easy 5 minute bus ride. 
The buses run to the city, taking roughly 30 minutes. Most exchange students live in the 
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areas near campus, such as Coogee, Randwick or Kingsford. Randwick is super close to 
uni, but If you are in to the beach (who isn't?) I Would really recommend living in Coogee 
(rents also tend to be rather high in Randwick at the beginning of the semester and you 
will miss out on having the beach quite literally at your doorstep!). Single rooms in a 
shared flat tend to range from 230-400 dollars per week, and if you are up for 
sharing a room $150-200 is reasonable depending on location. 

Prices in general are very similar to Sweden, and Sydney is not a place to go to save 
money, however, I found that eating out is cheaper than in Sweden. Breakfast really is a 
huge thing in Australia and I have enjoyed quite a few avocado toasts and acai bowls while 
being here. If you’re in to spamming your Instagram feed with amazing brunches - Sydney 
is for you! Also, being a real coffee snob, I'm very excited to say that the coffee culture of 
Australia is great, basically wherever you go they will serve you a perfect cappuccino. 
Should you like me, be in to Swedish filter coffee as as black as your soul as your 
everyday drink, then buy a drip coffee machine in Harvey Norman - $60 well spent and 
shared between me and my two Swedish roomies. Also, not to forget is the coffee cart on 
campus - they serve great coffee and have a loyalty card which will give you every 10th 
coffee free (and also works as a reminder off how much money you have spent there!).

For the intro weeks, the school has a few (not 
so exciting) activities on campus, but there is 
also an exchange society which organise 
events at the beginning as well as throughout 
the semester ranging from scavenger hunts to 
pub crawls to football games. The people of 
the exchange society really try hard to create a 
community for exchange students and their 
events are great for meeting new friends. 
Should you be heading to UNSW, make sure to 
join the conversations in the exchange 
Facebook group, as this is a good platform to 
see what's happening and find like minded 
people. If you don't have campus housing, I 
also recommend trying to stay somewhere 
where other incoming exchange students stay 
for the first weeks -that’s where I met the girls 
who were to become my new flatmates and 
really good friends!

For me, the best thing about being in Sydney was to be so close to the beach while 
knowing that the city is easily accessible. I enjoyed many sunrises from the swimming pool 
and evening runs at sunset- the weather really makes a difference and allows for a healthy 
lifestyle when you don't have to worry about slipping on ice… saying that, I have to 
recommend packing some warm sweaters since it, while not really cold in Swedish 
measures, gets cold in the winter - safe to say that I would pick differently if I was to go 
again.The decision not to bring any winter boots only meant that I had a good excuse to go 
shopping! 
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There were many events to attend, 
and some of my highlights were 
watching New Zealand - Australia in 
Rugby and going for a day at 
Randwick Racecourse. Me and my 
friends organised many weekends 
away and day trips around Sydney, 
for example to the wine district 
Hunter Valley and to the Royal 
National Park. An important thing to 
remember is that the semester 
dates are quite different from those 
in Sweden, with semester 2 starting 
already in July and finishing in 
November. This meant a short 
summer break but a 2 month winter 
break, which I'm very lucky to be 
spending traveling Australia. 

To conclude- I genuinely enjoyed my exchange in Sydney and have learnt a lot - both on 
and off campus. I have met some great people and despite an initial feeling of the whole 
process being overwhelming - with a lot of paperwork to be done, sub letting agreements 
to be signed, leaving work and friends at home, I can say that it was worth it and if I, a year 
ago, could have given myself a piece of advice it would be not to worry, it's going to be fine 
- in fact, it's going to be amazing!

I hope you enjoyed reading my report. If you are considering going on exchange to UNSW 
or have already been admitted, please feel free to contact me and I will do my best to help 
out!

Agnes Nilsson
agnes.n@hotmail.com
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