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Those familiar with Germany know that it is a country of diversity. From the plain fields of Schleswig 

in the north to the deep forests of Schwarzwald and the Alps in the south. From the romantic 

Rhineland in the west to the less famous but beautiful east. This holds for Mannheim as well. As a 

relatively small city in the southwestern Germany, in the region of Baden-Württemberg, it is a 

diverse city with prominent Italian, Turkish, African and Asian minorities. Located between the Rhine 

river and Neckar river, directly bordering the region Rhineland-Pfalz, the climate of Mannheim is one 

of the hottest and dampest in Germany. During summer and early fall the temperature can rise 

above 30 degrees Celsius and during winter the temperature usually does not fall below zero. 

For the ones with an interest in history, Mannheim has had a pivotal role in the German history. 

During the 19th Century, Mannheim was an important location for the liberal national movement that 

sought a unification of Germany based on democratic ideals. Hence, the students and intellectuals of 

Mannheim worked as a counterbalance against the autocratic and conservative powers of Austria 

and Prussia.  

Arriving in Mannheim was an introduction in the German bureaucracy. This Kafka-inspired process 

was however countered by a very well-organized introduction week with information about the 

different student associations, sporting and other practical matters.  

The University of Mannheim is located in a beautiful Baroque castle with modern facilities. The 

organization of the courses is quite different to the Swedish way. A course usually consist of lectures 

and exercises, neither which are mandatory. It is however strongly recommended that you attend 

these since the exams usually are based on subjects discussed in the lectures. Teaching material 

more or less consists of PowerPoints (I only had a course book in one course) and there are very few 

group assignments compared to Stockholm University. The teaching staff holds a very high standard 

and combines a friendly approach to the student with interesting evidence from the latest research. 

The research in Mannheim focuses to a great extent on quantitative research, which both provides 

you with interesting insights in seminal research and a good introduction if you plan to write a 

bachelor or master thesis.   

The scheduled teaching activities comprised approximately 15 hours per week, but it can vary 

depending if you study intensive-seminar course. Most courses entitle you to 6 ECTS which mean 

that you will study approximately five courses at the same time, but this can vary. Exams are usually 

written in the end of the semester during an exam period consisting of approximately two weeks. It 

is not unusual to have two exams per day. Since you don’t have many mandatory assignments during 

the semester the system requires high self-discipline. Do not try to start studying for the exams just 

one month before. I would recommend to continuously revise course material from the start of the 

semester in order to make the exam period manageable. 

When it comes to practical matters such as housing I found it very easy to find an accommodation. 

However, make sure that you begin to search for an apartment as soon as possible. I rented a one-

room apartment on approximately 20 square meters with a five minutes walking distance to the 



university for 340 Euro per month. Hearing from other students, you should not pay more than 500 

Euro per month for accommodation. The food is quite cheap compared to Sweden and you can eat 

lunch at the campus restaurant for circa 3 Euro. The semester ticket for busses and trams is also 

quite cheap compared to Sweden and costs 160 Euro. With this ticket you can travel within a radius 

of approximately 30 kilometers.  

As a city, Mannheim is quite small and not a certain beautiful one since it was heavily bombed in the 

war. Nevertheless Mannheim offers a variety of good restaurants and activities. Every Thursday a big 

party at “Schneckenhof” is organized by the student association and the student life is very good in 

comparison to Stockholm.  You have several beautiful and historically interesting places not far from 

Mannheim e.g. Heidelberg, Worms and Rüdesheim am Rhein. The University also arranges several 

field trips to e.g. Frankfurt, Bonn and Strasbourg. The student associations also offer trips to Bavaria 

during the Oktoberfest and to Berlin. If you have an interest in wine (or simply enjoy drinking good 

wine) there are many vineyards in the region that is worth a visit. It is also possible to make weekend 

trips to France, the Netherlands, Luxemburg, Switzerland and Austria.  

I would strongly recommend Mannheim due to its quality of teaching and student life.  


