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The time had come for me to apply for an exchange semester, and I knew that I wanted to go 
somewhere where I would be pushed outside of my comfort zone. Since I hadn’t been to Asia 
at all, I started browsing for partner universities in the region. After considering the language 
factor and the western-ish approach of Singapore, my choice fell on this amazing place and I 
could not have been more pleased with my decision.  
 
Singapore 
Singapore is an amazing place both for living and studying purposes. As you might know 
when you are reading this report (since you are probably considering Singapore as an option 
for your exchange), the climate is very different from the Swedish one. Located just north of 
the equator the temperature is more or less the same during the year, swirling around 30 
degrees Celsius with a high degree of humidity (80% on average). In the beginning of my stay 
this was quite a challenge, even though I arrived straight from the peaking summer in 
Sweden. 
 
Sir Thomas Stanford Raffles, who is seen as the creator of modern Singapore, was an 
Englishman and one of the main languages spoken in the country today is English. If you 
speak this on a decent level you will have no problem making your way here, in comparison 
to some other Asian countries. Overall, I would describe Singaporeans as friendly, helpful 
and modern. You will see that, to a certain degree, Singapore is more comparable to western 
countries than to their Asian peers. This was something that I liked a lot; the country has it’s 
own character while being a perfect mix between Asian and the Western world.  
 
Speaking to one of the extremely friendly taxi drivers (called “uncles” by the locals) on my 
way back to campus from Changi Airport (the best airport I have ever been to by the way), we 
got into a conversation about Singapore. I asked him how he would describe the typical habits 
of Singaporeans, to what he responded that their main interests and ways to spend their free 
time was food, shopping and cinemas. This makes total sense after spending about five 
months here.  
 
Speaking about the food, it is nothing short of amazing and the culture around it is fantastic. 
You will find food from all of the Asian countries here, as well as European, American and 
more if you crave that instead. Typical for Singapore would be the hawker centers and food 
courts where you get yourself the food and drinks you want and sit down with friends at one 
of the many tables. These kind of places can be found everywhere around the city, from the 
classiest shopping centers to the more humble spots like Little India and touristy Chinatown.  
 
National University of Singapore 
The welcoming activities for students was not as big of a thing as it is back in Stockholm, and 
you also had to sign up quite early before arriving to Singapore (which I was to late to do) to 
get a spot to the events, so I do not really have a lot of information concerning these 
happenings. There was also a buddy program where you would be directed to a local student 
who would show you around and so on (I was too late here as well). A buddy would have 
been a nice way to see a different side of Singapore but I did not feel like I missed out, seeing 
how it is easy to meet new people when you live on campus. The information that we as 
exchange students got before school started was very good and clear and I did not have any 
problems with any administrative things or such. 
 
NUS is a very good school and is ranked among the very top of the world’s universities and 
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was recently named #1 in Asia1 for the second year in a row. This is reflected in all the 
modules I took, in all the professors I met (to a certain degree at least) and in the students who 
are very ambitious and competent. Overall the quality of the education at NUS is very high. 
The campus is very nice and I am very pleased with the educational side of my exchange. 
Beneath, I will summarize the courses/modules I took during my semester at NUS and my 
reflections as well as a “grading” of the difficulty level as well as the workload. This is of 
course from my perspective and therefore in nature highly subjective.    
 
Corporate Finance (FIN3101A)/ Difficulty 4/5 - Workload 5/5 
In comparison to the other modules I took during the semester, this was by far the hardest 
one. You will learn a lot but you will also have to put in a solid chunk of work. There will be 
a midterm as well as a final exam, a project/case, tutorials, case critiques and homework. 
Examples of subjects are capital structure, capital budgeting and M&A. A good 
understanding of the fundamentals in finance is a must if you do not want to struggle since it 
is taken for granted that you know this. Considering all of this I would still take this module 
again since you will learn a lot of useful things.  
 
Financial Markets (FIN3103A) / Difficulty 3/5 – Workload 3/5 
This was the best course I took during my semester, much thanks to the amazing professor 
that taught the module. Some work is to be done but the load is not as heavy as in Corporate 
Finance and more concentrated to certain weeks (project submission etc.).  This module will 
give you a good overview of financial markets touching on areas such as forex, banks, 
derivatives and more. The project is later presented as a lecture to the rest of the class, making 
it more interesting and fun to listen to. 
 
Asian Markets and Marketing Management (MKT2401A) / Difficulty 2/5 – Workload 2/5 
The specialization track I have chosen back at SBS is Ekonomistyrning/Financial 
Management but I wanted to mix it up a bit and therefore choose to take two marketing 
courses during the semester. This one was very interactive and fun with a professor who was 
more hands-on and practical oriented rather than theoretical. A lot of time was spent 
discussing different cases and how consumer behavior differs in Asian countries. I found this 
module very interesting and I believe to have learned a lot not just about marketing but 
business (and life) in general, thanks to professor Lillian Cheng.  
 
Consumer Behavior (MKT3402A) / Difficulty 3/5 – Workload 3/5 
My judgment of this module is sadly based a lot on the professor who taught it, who did not 
meet my expectations. It was his last semester at NUS, which might explain his distance and 
extremely casual attitude towards teaching us. However, this module is based a lot on the 
psychological side of marketing, so do not expect to learn a lot about marketing itself in this 
course. How people (and animals) behave and make decisions in different situations and how 
this is applicable for marketers is the core of this module. Rather different but might be more 
enjoyable and thoughtful with a different teacher.  
 
Technological Innovation (TR2202) / Difficulty 3/5 – Workload 3/5 
A very interactive module where you are expected to contribute to the discussion. I liked this 
module a lot since I am kind of a tech freak and keep myself updated around new products 
and trends. However, this is not a start-up course, which some students had the expectation of 
it to be. I still think it is a good module to take if you are interested in innovation, the 

																																																								
1	https://news.nus.edu.sg/press-releases/10803-qs-world-university-rankings-2016	
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entrepreneurial side of business, technological advancements, products and how to implement 
and innovate them. The professor had been working in San Francisco for some time and had 
two patents himself, which gave him credibility and respect from us students.   
 
One thing that all the modules had in common, and is slightly different from back home, was 
that your participation and contribution in class affects your grades (often the weight is 
around 10% - 20% of your grade, depending on the module/professor). Furthermore, you 
should expect to discuss, talk and present a lot of work/cases/articles/theories/etc. since this is 
common practice at NUS. This will give you new perspectives and boost your learning and 
understanding of the topics, but also demands that you keep yourself updated with the course 
content as well as paying attention in class. This is something you should consider before 
applying to NUS, since it is expected that you as a student stays active in a different way than 
we are used to at SBS. Moreover, expect a lot of group works in all of the modules and all 
that comes with it.  
 
Accommodation 
I was lucky and got a room in the UTown Residences (UTR) on campus. UTown is the main 
site for accommodation at the NUS campus and you will find two food courts, grocery stores, 
gym, pool, a medical store, Starbucks, Pizza Hut and more here. When you live at UTR you 
will have your own bedroom while sharing bathroom, shower and living room/kitchen with 
three other students. This worked out just fine and the apartment was fairly fresh for a student 
accommodation. I got a room without AC, which was a struggle in the beginning but is 
something most people got used to. After a while the ceiling fan will be enough to cool you 
down to some extent.  
 
When applying for accommodation I would put UTR without AC at the top since you will 
have a bigger chance of getting a room this way. UTR with AC would be my second choice 
and lastly one of the other residencies at UTown (Cinnamon for example) as number three, 
mainly because of its location. Prince George’s Park (PGP) is known to be in a pretty bad 
condition and a lot of the people who stayed there had complains about it and therefore I 
would consider before putting this as one of my options.   
 
Financials 
The most common thing for people to ask me before I left for Singapore was “is it not SO 
expensive there?!”. The answer to this is yes and no. For example, food is very cheap if you 
eat at food courts or hawker centers. A good meal in one of the UTown food courts will cost 
you around 4-5 SGD, which is equivalent to around 25-30 SEK. Moreover, the 
accommodation on campus cost me around 15.000 SEK for the whole semester, which is 
fairly cheap compared to housing back in Sweden. Overall, traveling to Singapore as a Swede 
is not that bad financially. The only thing that is noticeably more expensive in Singapore 
compared to Sweden would be alcohol, both in stores and out in the clubs. On the other hand, 
taxis and Ubers are cheaper so a night out would probably end up at the same cost as back 
home, since the MRT in Singapore doesn’t run after midnight.  
 
Traveling 
Singapore is perfectly placed geographically if you are planning on traveling before, during 
and/or after your exchange. Southeast Asia is within your reach after just a few hours on a 
plane and countries such as Australia and Japan is much closer than it would be back in 
Europe (thanks, Sherlock) and therefore the tickets are also more affordable. Almost all of the 
exchangers I met during my stay went around the region during some point and the 
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opportunities for traveling seemed to be an argument for many students to come to Singapore 
for their semester abroad. I went to the following countries: Thailand, Indonesia, Taiwan, 
Hong Kong and Japan. As it was my first time in Asia this was an amazing experience, where 
Japan (where I went to Tokyo) stood out the most.  
 
Extraordinary places  
- 363 Katong Laksa 
This restaurant is located in Holland Village and serves one of the most traditional 
Singaporean dishes, Laksa. A spicy soup based on coconut milk with rice noodles, seafood 
and spices that is really delicious and a must try when you are in town!  
 
- Burnt Ends 
When I arrived to Singapore, being a foodie and all, I googled up some of the best restaurants 
that the city possesses and found (amongst others) Burnt Ends. This place is close to the 
Chinatown MRT and serves amazing grilled and smoked food. Decently priced considering 
what you get and a superb way to treat yourself and some friends to some fantastic food. The 
smoked quail egg is a must try!  
 
- Duxton Hill 
Charming street in the area of Telok Ayer. Cute cafés mixed with nice restaurants and cool 
bars (Operation Dagger is one in the area) makes this a perfect place for people to gather after 
a long day at work or school and just hang out in a relaxing atmosphere.   
 
- Little India 
If you want real, authentic Indian food this is the place to go. For some people the area can 
come across as quite dirty and a bit sketchy compared to Singapore as a whole, but it is 
perfectly fine and amazing when you embrace it all. The 24/7-hour shopping spot called 
Mustafa centre is also located here.  
 
- Bugis/Arab Street 
Popular place to come for food, particularly influenced by the Middle East but you can also 
find spots serving Mexican dishes and more here as well.  
 
- 1Altitude 
With the highest view in Singapore (and probably one of the best too) this rooftop bar is a 
lovely spot to observe the city from while sipping on a drink or two.  
 
- Gardens by The Bay 
You might think that this is a mainstream tip but if there were one touristy thing or place to 
visit whilst in town, this would be it. I especially liked the Cloud Forest, which was really 
astonishing. This place is a true oasis in the middle of the concrete jungle, close to Marina 
Bay.  
 
I sincerely think that I’ve learned a lot more from my exchange semester than academics. 
Living in Singapore has been an amazing time of my life and I have no problem picturing 
myself working here in the future. In all, school will be tough and a challenge but it will all be 
worth it. There is no way to fit everything into this report, so please don’t hesitate to reach out 
to me if you have any questions. Send me an email (philip.karlsson@live.se) or drop a 
message on Facebook and I will tell you as much as I can!  


