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The school 
You will find the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC) a three-hour drive 
south of Chicago in the twin-cities Urbana and Champaign. UIUC is mostly known for its 
engineering research and accounting studies, but offers education in a variety of fields. As a 
business student my coordinators were Jess and Tim. Both of them are very helpful, easy and 
outgoing people.  
 
The week before school was due to start we were engaged in a welcoming ceremony, which 
kept going for a few days with different activities to welcome the international students as 
well as freshmen to UIUC. In addition to this a school organization called Business 
International Exchange Network arranged activities for business students throughout the 
semester to further involve the international students.  
 
Housing 
Most of the international students chose to live in the school dorms. I opted against this and 
rented a room in a house in Urbana a few minutes from campus. I found this to be a great 
thing to do and it gave me a lot more personal space than I would have had in the dorms. 
However I lost out on some of the camaraderie that forms in the dorms. Finding a room was 
relatively easy; I found mine through Craigslist but be aware of scammers. I figure it is a lot 
easier to find something if you are in the city and have the opportunity to visit the place 
before committing.  
 
Quality of teaching 
At UIUC I took five courses amounting to a total of 16 hours credit. Three courses in business 
(Project Management, Business Process Management and Multinational Management) in 
addition to Public Speaking and Italian 101. I found the quality of teaching very good in the 
system provided. Contrary to what I had experienced so far at Stockholm University the 
professors and instructors were much more involved in the students learning. Partly due to the 
smaller classes and partly due to the nature of teaching in those courses.  
 
Throughout the semester we had a set schedule with classes to go to during the week. This 
meant that you were always in the same classroom the same time every week. Part of the 
grades were assignments which had to be done. Exams were only weighed 50% of the grade 
in most of my courses. With this grading structure you always had to complete the 
assignments and that meant that you always had some schoolwork to do.  
 
Experiences 
The university is the center of the two cities and there are a lot of students. During summer 
the weather is very hot and humid and when winter comes the temperature drops to become 
massively cold. This makes campus look pretty dire apart from the snow which lights it up a 
bit. When you are in the US make sure to travel when you’ve got the chance, spring break or 
Thanksgiving break is a good opportunity. The country is beautiful with a lot of changing 
landscapes and all the travelling I did are fond memories that I will not forget.  
 
Is it worth it? 
Yes. 
 


