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My name is Joel Andersson and I have had the opportunity to study at the University of the Sunshine 

Coast in Australia. First, I just want to say that it has been one of my best period in my life and I 

would strongly recommend anyone to take the opportunity to study abroad. 

Australia is a country with few similarities to Sweden the first thing I noticed that was different is that 

people are friendly and they really mean it. It couldn’t go a day without anyone in a store asked me 

how my day has been or what I have been doing. Those things don’t occur as often in Sweden. 

Besides this, the temperature and climate is a big different compared to Sweden and for me it was 

just perfect to skip the cold Swedish winter for once.  

The school is nice looking and is kind of big. The level of technology is good, for example, they have 

big 3D room where you can enter and the program simulates different places so it feels like you’re 

there. Outside they have a lot of open areas with wild kangaroos jumping around. How cool isn’t 

that? One thing that I remember is the teachers are friendly and will do everything in their power to 

help us international students to succeed so there is no need worry. The university also hosted 

activities the first week for us international students to come together with free food and tutorials 

where they explained how things worked.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Housing is good, if you want to go stay with one of the big accommodation companies Varsity and 

Unicentral they will offer you a room with your bathroom in a shared apartment with three more 

people for around 6000 SEK a month. I stayed at Varsity and I liked it there, it’s just five minutes 



away from school and there are a lot of students living there so it’s easy to make friends. The 

downside was the paper-thin walls. If you don’t want to stay there, there are a lot more possibilities 

to choose between. I have some friends who stayed at Maloolaba Beach which is just like 20 minutes 

away by bus from school. It’s cheaper and often more relaxed. 

For me, I met my closest friends on my way from the airport. We were all in the shuttle same shuttle 

bus and we just started talking. As everyone is in the same position it is easy to make new friends. 

When I wasn’t studying, I spent my days relaxing by the pool, play tennis & beach volleyball and 

enjoy the best parties of Varsity.  

I also took the opportunity to travel around in Australia while I had the chance and it was amazing. 

Just be aware of the left traffic! 

Best Regards 

Joel Andersson 

 

 


