
Exchange report – University of Portsmouth, England. 
 
I went to the University of Portsmouth for my exchange period. This was not my first choice, 
but at the end of the day, I am happy that I went there since I knew that I, at least, wanted to 
go to England. Portsmouth is located on the south coast of England and is known to be the 
sunniest city in England, which for me showed to be true, as there was hardly any rain during 
the whole fall semester.  
 
Before the semester started I had the chance to apply for housing through the school, I did, 
however, not get a room in one of their halls, which in the beginning made me stressed out. It 
was quite difficult to find private housing, and it is recommended to fly over and personally 
look at the houses before you sign any contracts since the British standard is poor, and many 
landlords are nor legitimate or honest. This is, however, not a possibility for many, which 
made it difficult to find housing, as mentioned above. And there was not much help from the 
school. I found this very disappointing, because for me if feels like they should make helping 
incoming students a priority. I finally ended up living in my own studio with a kitchenette and 
en-suite, through a housing company called Unilife. This alternative was quite pricey, but it 
was the best and most secure alternative that I could find. The house was located very close to 
both school, shopping and all the bars and nightclubs.  
 
There were a few social activities for the incoming students during the first week before all 
the British students arrived. I did not attend any of these events, instead, I attended some pub 
meetups etc. that some of the incoming students "arranged". This made me meet new friends. 
The week after was Fresher's week, which is the welcoming program for the first-year 
students. Which in turn means "party everyday-week". This was more fun and I recommend 
incoming students to attend the Fresher's parties and events.  
 
The quality of teaching was different depending on which course and teacher you had. Some 
of my classes were good, while some were horrible. It was overall good teachers who knew 
what they were talking about. The incoming students that were only staying for one semester 
did not have to do any exams. All the exams are placed in June and, therefore, we got graded 
on essays and presentations only, at the end of the term.  
 
The unit selection list for students studying for one semester only is quite short. If you know 
that there are units that you are obligated to take, this is not the optimal school for you to 
choose. I did mostly finance and management units, but there were also a lot of economics 
units to choose from.  
 
I did, overall, have an amazing time in Portsmouth where I met a lot of amazing people from 
all over the world. The British students, however, are not very interested in getting to know 
the international students, even though we had most of our classes together. Other than that, 
everything was great. Going abroad improved my English, and made me feel more 
comfortable when speaking. And it also made me learn a lot about myself, since it was the 
first time ever that I lived by myself. It is an opportunity to learn about new cultures and make 
contacts with people from other countries. It was a fantastic experience for me, and I do 
recommend everyone to go abroad at least once.   
	


