
 

 

Study Abroad – University of Ljubljana HT 2016 

As an obligatory part of my degree, Political Science and Business Administration, I studied abroad in 

Slovenia’s small and charming capital, Ljubljana. When seeing the option of Slovenia on the exchange 

placements list, I did not know much about it. I got curious since it might not bet the most common 

place to go, and after some research I was convinced to apply there.  

 

Slovenia is located very centrally in Europe, allowing you to travel the Balkans and central Europe. It 

is possible to do one day trips to the neighboring countries Italy, Austria and Croatia. Slovenia itself 

has a diverse landscape with some coast to the Adriatic Sea in the west, drop stone caves in the Karst 

region and the Julian Alps in the north. The country is very small, and by car everything is reachable 

within a couple of hours. If you like hiking, there are many beautiful places to go. Also, there is a huge 

city park Tivoli, perfect for running and afternoon strolls. You can buy beer on the top of the hill and 

watch the sunset from there. The city center is discoverable by foot. Alongside the river Ljubljanica 

you can find several cafés and restaurants with outdoor seating, perfect for warmer nights and days. 

Around Christmas, the city becomes very lively with a lot of decorative lights and Christmas market 

stalls. You can enjoy your mulled wine under a heater. Another place not to be missed in Ljubljana is 

Metelkova, former Yugoslavian military barracks, which now are taken over by an alternative cultural 

scene.    

When it comes to social life, I immediately found some peers that are now my really close friends. 

There are loads of Erasmus parties, events and trips to join so getting to know people shouldn’t be too 



hard. Nearly everybody I met has been open-minded and friendly. It can be a challenge to get to know 

Slovenian people though, since the people at the parties and classes are mostly Erasmus students.  

I did not experience any cultural chock. Ljubljana, and Slovenia in general, is very clean and better 

organized than I expected. The valuta used is Euro and the prices are increasing, although still being 

remarkably cheaper than Stockholm. Food in stores is not that cheap, but there is a student coupon 

system that makes eating out as a student very affordable, I barely cooked at all. When it comes to 

accommodation, I didn’t want to share a room, so I did not sign up for the dorms. As advised, I arrived 

1-2 weeks before the semester started to find accommodation. It was harder than I expected to find a 

nice place. I ended up staying in an apartment shared with five other Erasmus students paying 260e (+ 

deposition & commission) for my room close to the center.  

When it comes to studies, there was some fuss in the beginning due to course clashes – the timetable is 

not announced until the very start of the courses. All the courses run parallelly. The courses I 

happened to have were all group work oriented, some weeks I would have several group work 

assignments to finish. However, I did not have to do almost any reading and I would say the most 

exams were easier than in SU, but it varies a lot between courses.  

I really felt home in Ljubljana and enjoyed my stay to the fullest.  


