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Exchange semester at Universidad Pontifica de Comillas ICADE, 
Madrid 

 
During my third semester at my master’s in management studies I decided to go on an exchange 

semester to Madrid. It was not obvious for me to go on an exchange semester as I had a part 

time job that I did not really want to leave for 4 months, but the idea of experiencing living and 

studying in another country was too exciting to avoid. I decided to apply for ICADE and I 

believe now that was one of the best decision I have taken so far in my life.  

 

Finding somewhere to stay was more difficult than I thought. I met with two other girls from 

SBS that were supposed to go to ICADE as well and we decided to rent Airbnb for the first 

week and then look at places to stay for the rest of the semester while being there. BIG 

MISTAKE. Since it is a lot going on the first weeks at the University, with introduction of 

courses and meeting new people, it would have been much better to arrive beforehand and look 

for apartments or start looking already from home. We ended up living in different Airbnb’s 

for two weeks without any further success. We used sites as Airbnb, Idealista and EasyPiso to 

look for apartments but most of them wanted to rent out for a year or longer. As we found it 

almost hopeless to find housing on our own (we wanted a shared flat with three separate rooms) 

we contacted SGR. SGR has a contract with ICADE to help their students find housing. They 

offer two different services: 1. They give you a list of available apartments and you contact the 

owners and go visit the places on your own (Free). 2. They show you what different apartments 

they have available and do all the work for you (€89). We chose the second one and they helped 

us get large rooms with everything included for €495/month in the middle of Malasaña, which 

is the most central and hippest area in Madrid. It was only 15 minutes walking distance from 

the university and very convenient when coming home late at night if the metro had stopped 

going for the night. I would definitively recommend them. 

 

Even though the housing in Madrid was a bit difficult to arrange on a short notice and it was a 

bit more expensive than expected, everything else was overall very cheap. I had CSN and the 

Erasmus Scholarship and that was enough, but of course it depends on how much you want to 

spend. I was able to spend a good amount on food and travelling each month with this amount. 

I would also recommend you to get the metro card for only €20 if you´re under 26. With this 

card you can go everywhere with metro and bus. Not only in Madrid but also Toledo (Old 

capital of Spain) and Valdesqui (Hiking and Skiing resort). 
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The university is regarded one of the best and most privileged in Spain. This means that the 

professors (at least the ones I had) were very professional and required you to be very active in 

classes. However, the beginning was a bit un-organized. They were not very clear with dates 

of course-starts and schedules. We ended up having two weeks to “feel” if the courses we 

applied to were OK and then had to manage our schedule ourselves so that the classes did not 

overlap. It was a bit confusing in the beginning but you will get the system after the first weeks. 

If you need any help with coordinating your schedule Mar Escalante and Patricia Hurtado were 

very helpful coordinators.  

The teaching system differed a bit from what we have in Sweden, first and foremost as it is 

required to take several courses at the same time. I took: Negotiation, International Business, 

International Marketing, Spanish History and Culture through Visual Arts and Spanish 

Language. The best one was by far the one about Spanish history, mostly because the professor 

teaching that course is an incredible teacher. I had no issues with the courses I took and the 

level was fair, not very difficult, but required much work with hand-ins etc. However, I believe 

that if one passes the courses at SBS, the courses at ICADE should be no problem.  

 

The university has a great cafeteria at the bottom floor but poor studying places. They have 

great computer rooms and a possibility to print as much as you want if you bring the papers 

yourself. The places I used to go to for studying was the ICAI building, which was the campus 

for engineers and located just next to the ICADE building. There´s a library and group rooms 

there.  

 

Overall the university did not organize many events for engaging the students, therefore I would 

recommend you to look up organizations as Be Madrid and City Life Madrid. These are 

organizations that organizes trips, salsa lessons, flamenco shows, sangria workshops (you name 

it) for international students. Many international students from ICADE go there, so other than 

experiencing Madrid and Spain in a great and very organized way, you also meet a lot of other 

international students. Also with these organizations you can somedays get in to the best clubs 

for free if you name their list (check the Facebook events always and sign upon their page). 

 

To finish off, here are some must do´s/ visits while in Madrid:  

Parks: El Parque del Retiro, Casa de Campo, Templo de Debod. 

Rooftops: Circulo de Bellas Artes, The rooftop (Plaza Santa Ana), Gymage.  

Museums: Prado, Reina Sofia, Museo Thyssen-Bornemisza, Caixa Forum. 
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Food: La Bicicleta, Ojala, Vacaciones, 100 Montaditos, Miss Sushi, Circo de las Tapas, 

Mercado de San Miguel. 

Shopping: Calle Gran Vía and Calle Serrano. 

Gym: There is one at ICADE where you can buy a card and go to both classes and gym. 

Gymage also has a great gym, although a bit expensive.  

Football: Madrid is home to two of the best football teams in the world, Real Madrid and 

Atletico de Madrid. I would recommend you to watch a game in each of their home stadiums, 

there is a magic feeling around it as the love for football is something that defines the city.  

 

Madrid has after this semester won my heart. My experience in the city has by far exceeded my 

expectations and I am happy with every aspect of it. Being able to travel around the country 

and live life the Spanish way I have grown incredibly as a person. If I had the possibility, I 

would do it again. It is something that cannot be put into words in a normal word document, 

therefore I would encourage you to take this opportunity and live life to its fullest, the Spanish 

way ;).   

 

If you have any further questions, feel free to contact me on email, farahchith@hotmail.com or 

Facebook.  

 

 

 
	  
	  
	  


