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Since I started studying at the University, I knew that I really wanted to do a study abroad term. 
I just did not know that Hong Kong was the place it would be, when I used to fantasize about 
which countries I would study in, Hong Kong was never one. But a friend of mine had been 
there the semester before and made me very interested. After a lot of research, I decided to pick 
Hong Kong as my second option after Australia, and I am happy I did.  

When I got to Hong Kong the first thing I noticed was how humid it was, the humidity is a 
killer and will cause a lot of problems. I would not recommend to bring any grey coloured 
clothes as the stains will make you look like an idiot. Secondly I would buy a lot of skin 
treatment products because your skin will need it.  Another thing I noticed fast was how high 
end the island is, so many high brand shops and a feeling of luxury emerges when you walk 
around on the island.  

The housing differs a lot at the university campus and depending on what college you get the 
quality of living and rules are different. Some colleges are really strict with bringing people of 
different gender into your room and so on. When I applied I thought that all the exchange 
students would go to I- house so I picked that college, but I did not get in to that college which 
I am happy I did not.  I- house living is really shitty as the rooms are really bad and the common 
areas are really bad, rule wise they are very liberal but so are many other colleges. We were a 
group of 17 friends that did a lot of traveling and partying together and we all agreed that I 
house was the worst one. The best college is Lee woo sin college but also Wu Yee sun is really 
nice. These two colleges are really new and modern and have great common areas, like a 
cinema, library, pool and ping pong tables and so on. Rule wise they are also liberal and I had 
girls and friends over too late at night and never got in any problems.  

Prices for food differ a lot as some people started cooking their own food while others ate at 
the many canteens. I never cooked food and I ate at the canteens and at the island since I went 
there a lot. Canteen prices vary between 25 SEK to about 70 SEK depending on what canteen 
and what kind of food you eat. Canteens I would recommend are the canteens at Lee woo sin, 
Morning side college and also a kebab place over at the Sino buildings.  

Transportation was cheap and a Taxi over to the party district was only 350 SEK and it is a 40-
minute ride, you can also take the subway which is a lot cheaper, I think it was about 35 SEK 
to get to the party district. But if you decide to take subway it will take about 1.5 hours. I took 
both frequently.  

Also I would just say, travel! I went traveling every 2 weeks sometimes 3. Airlines that have 
cheap tickets are Airasia, HKexpress, and always check Skyscanner. Indonesia, Vietnam and 
Thailand are the countries I enjoyed the most. If you go to Philippines don’t stay at Manilla it 
is a shit hole. Take the flight to Cebu and go island jumping there. If flights are cheap to Manilla 
and you chose to go there don’t stay at Manilla, go straight to an island called Puerto Galera, 
really cool place and it takes about 3 hours to get there.  



Lastly I feel as my English has improved a lot, at least the oral part, and I have made friends all 
over the world that I plan on seeing again. Academically it was interesting seeing how hard the 
students study over there, they are on a whole other level from us swedes. I would definitely 
recommend Hong Kong.    

 

 


