
Exchange Semester at TISEM in Tilburg, Netherlands 

 

I did my exchange semester at Tilburgs School of Management and Economics in the 

Netherlands. Tilburg has around 200 000 citizens which makes it one of the Netherlands 

bigger cities and the city is located about 40 kilometers west of Eindhoven in the southern 

part of the Netherlands. Tilburg is a very compact city and it takes about 20 minutes to bike 

through the city, since the city is so compact it’s easy to get everywhere with a bike, a car or 

public transportation is barely needed in the city. The biking lanes are very well developed 

and it’s very easy to bike through the city using the biking lanes. Tilburg is located very 

central and it takes about 40 minutes to get to Eindhover Airport and about 1 hour and 30 

minutes to get to either Bryssel Airport or Schipol Airport, which makes it very easy to fly 

around Europe and visit a lot of different countries, personally I visited Belgium, Germany, 

Italy and Switzerland during my half year in Tilburg.  

Academically is the university very focused towards researching and almost ever course use 

articles more than books, articles are something the school uses as a teaching method and you 

are required to read a lot of articles. Since the school is so focused towards research the 

professors are writing a lot of articles and most of them are writing for the best publications in 

the world and they have a lot of pride in the fact that the school is so good in doing research. 

The school has started to divide the semesters in two parts but some courses are still over both 

parts so one tip would be to make sure you divide your courses among these two periods.  

The student life in Tilburg is extremally good, IESN (the exchange student organization) have 

a lot of events throughout the year and on every Tuesday they have an international dinner 

with all the exchange students. On those dinners, you pay four Euros and you get food and 

drinks (Beer or wine) and the dinner usually ends up with a lot of people going to the student 

bar downtown. If you decide to do these dinners you will be required to cook once and so will 

the other exchange students, so it’s a great opportunity to taste food from all over the world 

since different students from different parts of the world are cooking.  

 

IESN also provide you with the opportunity to go on various trips during the semester, the 

trips are a good opportunity to travel and are very affordable. For example do IESN provide 

the opportunity to go to Munich for Octoberfest, surfing trip to Morocco and regular trips to 



Prag and Amsterdam. During the beginning of every semester Tilburg university has 

something called Top Week, which is their way of letting students to get to know each other 

and the city of Tilburg. Top week is extremally fun and the student organizations creates a lot 

of events and a party every night during the week. For example do they have something called 

a Beer Cantus where they have a lot of rules but the main idea is basically to drink a lot of 

alcohol and sing songs with several hundred of students. During these Cantuses are you not 

allowed to leave your seat for anything and after every song there is a drinking song where 

you are supposed to finish your beer or glass of wine. These Cantuses are extremally fun and 

in conclusion would I recommend to go for an exchange semester in Tilburg since they have 

very good student life and the university is also extremally good. 

 

Regards 

Martin 


