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The University of Manchester was a great university. I chose the 
university because I had made several friends who had been 
exchange students at Stockholm University who lived in 
Manchester. Additionally, I wanted to live in a country that spoke 
English since moving to Sweden had already provided me with 
enough cultural shock since I was raised in the United States. I 
wanted to go somewhere new but not too different, and England 
was perfect. 
 
The quality of teaching was very high and I felt I learned a lot over 
the semester. The courses I chose to take were: consumer 
behavior, e-business & e-marketing, financial markets and 
institutions, global team working, critical management and 
organization studies, and international business. I would 
recommend all of them, especially critical management and 
organization studies – the class is a lot of work every week but it 
was really worth it and the professor is very passionate about what 



he teaches. My other favorite would be e-business and e-
marketing since that is something I might pursue. Even though 
the teaching quality was very high, I found that the full-time 
students were not very motivated or fun to have in class. In every 
class I took they would just sit on their phones or talk to their 
friends in the back, which was very distracting. Similarly, they were 
not that great to work with on group projects. I was very irritated 
with them by the end of the semester, but later found out that 
most of them are busy applying for work placements in their third 
year and loose track of school priorities. 
 
As for housing, do not expect Swedish standards. England is not 
very up-to-date and as a student it is hard to afford a nice place in 
Manchester. I do not recommend staying at Opal Gardens 
(specifically) or anywhere in Fallowfield or Victoria Park really. My 
room was on the ground floor and from the day I moved in there 
was a huge dead spider in the room and it reeked of mold. A 
week into living there I discovered that there was a meter of mold 
underneath my bed, not good for your health. The mold 
continued to be a huge issue throughout the semester even 
though they would try to clean it out. Alongside this, my flat had a 
huge spider problem that drove me to the brink of a mental 
breakdown by the end of the semester. Having my own bathroom 
was really nice, and the rooms were very spacious. I enjoyed 
sharing a kitchen with others and would recommend it but I was 
the only one to ever clean it (since I lived with all first years). 
Catering may be nice, but personally I prefer to cook my own 
meals since England had cheap groceries available. 
 
Victoria Park is in between campus and Fallowfield. It is close to 
several grocery stores and a hospital as well as parks. There are a 
lot of halls, yet the surrounding residences are pretty dodgy. 
There are a lot of homeless people (who are usually harmless) in 
the area but some other sketchy characters as well. Fallowfield is 
even worse, as it is the neighborhood where most first-years live 
and is located past the Curry Mile. The Curry Mile is a long road 



filled with different Indian, Pakistani, and all sorts of Middle 
Eastern restaurants. It is ok to go to during the day but it gets 
rough at night. If you are going to do university accommodation, I 
would recommend you apply for Denmark Road or Weston Hall. 
Otherwise, go for private housing if you can! I think it would be 
way more worth it. Spending more on housing would definitely 
pay off. 
 
The orientation/welcome problem was only a week long and was 
held before school started. It was a great way to meet the other 
exchange students and bond, so I would highly insist you attend. 
They attempted to give us “buddies” but I would consider it a 
total failure compared to Fadderiet at SBS. After the first week or 
two, it was left to the exchange students to arrange social 
activities if you do not want to join the International Society (which 
most of us did not). 
 
There are tons of social activities available in Manchester as well 
as a plethora of clubs and societies at the University of 
Manchester. Unfortunately I did not feel I had time to join any, but 
some other exchange students and I did participate in a few trips 
with the International Society which had some great deals! I would 
highly recommend visiting the Lake District, it was absolutely 
beautiful, and the International Society offers many different trips 
throughout the semester so definitely check it out. 
 
The shopping in Manchester is really well varied and considerably 
cheaper than in Scandinavia. Travel was also pretty cheap, so I 
took advantage of it and visited Liverpool, York, London, and 
Dublin during my exchange. I would highly recommend both York 
and London, since they were my favorites. I easily spent a week in 
London without getting bored, but my bank account did suffer 
because of it! 
 
The city of Manchester is huge and definitely surpassed my 
expectations. The food selection is superb, as they have almost 



everything: Indian, Japanese, all kinds of Chinese, Korean, 
Mexican, British, Italian, Greek, etc. I would classify myself as a 
food snob, and I have to say the quality of food was spectacular. If 
you are vegan/vegetarian you will have no problem finding places 
to eat, as Manchester is the vegetarian capital of England. There 
is even a great little vegetarian/vegan grocery store and cafe right 
by campus called 8th day. 
 
I also signed up for a semester membership for only 45 pounds at 
the Sugden Sports Centre near to the business school. It was 
large and had a lot of different machines as well as classes that 
were included. They don’t have offers for exchange students 
online so definitely go in and ask them what they have to offer.  
 
For transportation, I would highly recommend getting a bus pass 
from the student union for the semester. I believe it costs around 
100 pounds but is highly worth it compared to keeping coins on 
you all the time and trying to find coins while you have already 
had a few drinks on a night out. 
 
Instead of taking final exams, I chose to do the special assignment 
for all of my classes and write essays. For me, that meant eight 
essays since two of my classes assigned two essays. Luckily, about 
half were due before the holidays and the other half have due 
dates spread out across January. It is a lot of work, but I still think 
it is less stressful than having to take six exams within two weeks. 
 
Overall, I would highly recommend the University of Manchester 
and would encourage you to go. My fellow exchange student 
friends definitely improved their English and I don’t believe I met 
anyone that didn’t enjoy himself or herself. Feel free to reach out 
to me if you have any questions! 
 
My email: alexa.edstrom@yahoo.com 
Or find me on facebook! 



 
 
 
An old building on campus 
during Autumn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Me on the left, Marie my 
Norwegian friend in the middle, 
and Rebecka my Swedish friend on 
the right. 
 
We attended a Manchester United 
Football game. Super fun! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
The Lake District, definitely 
worth a visit with the 
international society! 


