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Exchange Report – University of the Sunshine Coast 

Since I can remember I have always wanted to live and study abroad, so when I finally got the 

opportunity in my fourth semester there was no question about applying for the student exchange 

program. I have always had a strong desire to experience something new and at the same time develop 

my communication skills in both written and spoken English. I figured; I have always wanted to live in a 

warm country and because of my interest in surfing, Australia seemed to be the perfect match for me. 

So I applied for the University of the Sunshine Coast and got accepted.  

 

 

 

First of all, the contact with the USC during the application time was flawless. They were really helpful 

with all the paperwork as well as Zebine, the coordinator at Stockholm business school. However, you 

had to apply for your courses and organize your own schedule very early through the process, which is 

very different from Stockholm Business School. The number of lectures and workshops is quite the 

same as in SBS. I organized my schedule so that half of Thursdays and Fridays were free from lectures, 

which always gave me an extra long weekend. 

In Australia you are reading all of your courses at the same time and have a final exam week at the end 

of your semester. I chose Financial Accounting, Business Analytics, Intro to Informatics and Intro to 

telecommunications and networks. The quality of the education was overall better than expected. 

However, some assignments were really easy to gather marks from and it felt like the teachers really 

wanted you to get a good grade. The finals were approximately 40-60% of your grade, the rest were 

assignments during the semester. 
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The University campus was very modern with a lot of café´s and options for lunch. The Brasserie, for 

example, offered lunch and dinner for just $5,50, which is like 37 kronor. The campus have a lot of open 

areas where you almost daily could see kangaroos jumping around. The university also hosted activities 

the first week for us international students to come together with free food and tutorials where they 

explained how things worked down under. 

 

There are a lot of opportunities of housing. You can either choose to stay at one of the big student 

accommodations Varsity and Unicentral. They offer a shared apartment with 3-4 others were you have 

your own room and bathroom. The rent was somewhere around 6000 kronor with wifi included. Varsity 

and Unicentral is right next to each other and is just a couple of minutes walk from the uni, and ca 20 

min bus to the beach and the city. I stayed at Unicentral and liked it a lot. I had really nice and tidy 

roommates and there were a lot of students living there so it’s very easy making friends. The downside 

was the paper-thin walls and the high rent. 

 

Another option is to find an apartment at the beach, in Mooloolaba for example. It is just like 20 minutes 

away by bus from Uni. It’s cheaper and often more relaxed but almost every first semester student is 

living at one of the student accommodation, so you might miss out of a lot of the social aspects living 

at the beach.  

When I wasn’t studying, I spent my days relaxing by the pool with my friends, played tennis, took the 

car to the beach for a couple of hours of surf or went to the movies in the big shopping mall, Sunshine 

Plaza. Partywise you will not get disappointed. During the Orientation week there was I a themed party 

every day starting at Varsity and ending up at the night club, The Helm. It was really fun and you got to 
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meet so many people. During the semester you could always find a party if you wanted to, so there is 

no need to worry if you are in to that.  

Me and a couple of friends got together and bought a car which I really recommend. The public 

transportation is not like in Sweden plus you get so much more freedom to go on weekend trips or just 

drive to the beach. 

I also took the opportunity to travel around Australia after the exams while I had the chance. Australia 

is such an amazing and beautiful country and I really recommend staying for a couple weeks just visiting 

all the beautiful places Australia has to offer. 

 

Spending my semester at the USC has been one of the best periods of my life. I have met so many 

people, gained friends from all around the world, seen so many beautiful places and developed my 

English skills. I strongly recommend everyone to take the opportunity to study abroad. It will be an 

experience of a lifetime and you will not regret it.   

Best Regards,  

Eric Uskali 

Email: euskali@hotmail.com 

 

 


