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I did my exchange semester of Fall 2016 in the University of Glasgow, in the West End, one of the 
two most central areas of the city of Glasgow, Scotland, UK.

The UofG is the biggest of the three universities in Glasgow, but the difference between the three of
them is not the same as here in Stockholm, but based on the public/private English system.
Apart from the slow bureaucracy and the need to print everything, my experience at the UofG has 
been similar to the one at SU: the quality of teaching is very high, both in the attention on the 
content of the courses and in the selection of the professors. I had the opportunity to attend a mix of 
more basic and advanced courses and I have to say that you can really tell the difference in the 
approach to the learning process. I found advanced courses to be a lot more enjoyable and 
challenging, but they definitely not suited for students that are not going to dedicate a good amount 
of personal research.

The UofG offers excellent facilities, most impressive of all, for me, was the main library, 12 floors, 
open from 7:30 a.m. to 2:00 a.m., complete with groups and private areas, computers, printing 
stations, help-desk office, cafeteria, bookable study/conference rooms and, at the top floors, a nice 
view of the city (since the entire campus is situated on a hill).
The main building of the campus deserves a special mention, since is absolutely beautiful!

As for the support, the UofG offers very good student support, in all areas: there is a medical 
facility in the student building, it's easy to have bureaucratic support, but the counselling service is a
quite slow.

For the accommodation, I strongly suggest trying to find one as soon as you know you are going, 
because waiting for their e-mail with guidelines and suggestions can be a bit too late. Luckily they 
have all the information you need on their website, just a quick search away.
The accommodation is going to be the most expensive thing of the entire staying, so be prepared!
There are many different solutions, and the cost can vary a lot, especially now that the Pound is 
quite unstable (Brexit!)...
I stayed in a student accommodation very similar to the student apartments of SSSB, in a very small
complex that reminded me of Lappis. Small suggestion: try to find the closest accommodation you 
can to the Campus, as the public service is not as good as the one in Stockholm, and Glasgow has a 
small enough central area that you can comfortably go everywhere just by walking.

Glasgow is the biggest city in Scotland, so there is plenty of offering for anything you might want 
to do outside the University. The UofG offers a very comprehensive sports selection, even the lesser
known and practised, and the city is crowded with gyms, if that's your style.
Plenty of musical support, with soundproof rooms scattered around the campus and a very nice 
Music Department.
The 'night life' is very present and there are plenty of option, from traditional English pubs, to more 
modern and alternative clubs.

All in all, I loved the experience, and couldn't recommend it more!


