
Erasmus exchange programme 

Student report 

Université Paris Dauphine (Paris IX) 

Lucas Serpagli 

About me 

My name is Lucas Serpagli and I’m in my last year of my MSC of Management Studies at 

SBS. I took my Bachelors in BA with finance as my orientation, and even though I’m 

currently studying management, the subject of finance will always close to my heart. That is 

one of the reasons for my choice of exchange university, as Dauphine has a great reputation 

for their finance education. My motivation for choosing Paris was a quite simple one: my 

father is from Paris and I’ve always had a will to live there as well as to improve my French 

in an organic way (i.e. living in the country). Furthermore, I wanted to live in a major city, 

and preferably one with a reputation for good student life as well as quality education. When I 

decided on Paris, the choice of university was an easy one. Dauphine was by far the best 

university to choose from in Paris, especially with regards to its finance education. It also has 

a reputation for having a very international mindset, with a whole department aimed at 

international students – something which in my head sounded good at the time. After the fact, 

however, it proved detrimental to my progress within the French language. After all if you’re 

constantly surrounded by other foreigners, whom also speak English, the short term incentive 

to speak French decreases significantly.  

University Paris Dauphine (Paris IX) 

The university is located on the western border of Paris by Porte (gate) Dauphine. The 

neighborhood surrounding the school is quite affluent, and not far from it lives previous 

president of France – Nicolas Sarkozy. The school building in itself is quite uncharming and 

brings to mind DDR rather than picturesque French architecture. An explanation for this 

might be that the building previously had the function of NATO headquarters, before France’s 

withdrawal in the late sixties. Some of the auditoriums seemingly haven’t been renovated 

since then, whereas some parts of the school are quite modern. The overall quality of the 

locals was satisfactory, although the temperature could have been more consistent. In the 

beginning of the semester it was around 30 degrees and towards Christmas it was closer to 10-

15 degrees in the classrooms. If you are taking master’s classes in finance, which I can 



recommend if you are ambitious – since they are significantly harder than the bachelor ones – 

some of them take place in another, more modern campus at La Defense.  

As I mentioned earlier, the school has a department for international students and this includes 

a whole set of courses which purely cater to students from abroad. You can choose to only 

take these courses or to take regular bachelor courses (which are offered in both French and 

English) as well as master courses. The international courses are easier and the teachers are 

more generous with the grades. They are also more varied in quality depending on the teacher 

holding the class. The regular courses are for both French and international students and are 

much more demanding. As this university is well renowned the French students enrolled are 

generally very ambitious. From my perspective you choose the international courses if you 

are more interested in experiencing the city and the student life, whereas you take the regular 

courses if you are more interested in the academic aspect of the exchange. My 

recommendation would be to mix. 

The school has quite an ambitious sport program which includes tennis, golf, squash, 

swimming etc. For EUR 70 you get unlimited access to this (opening hours varies) as well as 

to a small but well equipped gym inside of the university. Another great thing is that there is a 

restaurant within the school that offers a good variety of dishes and only charges EUR 3,50 

for a three course meal. 

Welcome program and social activities 

During the two weeks leading up to school start the DEE (Dauphine Erasmus Exchange) 

arrange a number of events ranging from guided tours in the city to bar and club happenings. 

This is when you will meet a ton of people from around the world. Although, in my opinion, 

the bars we visited could have been better (as well as cheaper) these weeks were among the 

most entertaining and eventful of my entire stay and I would definitely recommend coming 

earlier in order to experience them. The downside with being a master student (and 25 of age) 

is that all of the people from DEE and a majority of the students are significantly younger. I 

was one of very few on my master, but did regardless find people to hang out with. 

During the semester the DEE continued to arrange events of varying quality, among which a 

trip to a castle in the Loire valley. This trip was advertised as a cultural one with wine and 

cheese tasting as well as a visit to the castle. The weekend more or less consisted of one hour 

of wine and cheese tasting, one hour of visiting the castle, and 46 hours of drinking. This can 

of course be fun, but do not expect anything else from the DEE than things including alcohol. 



Paris, however, is the best city I’ve been in with regards to restaurants and night life. The 

restaurant prices range from EUR 10 at the corner to the most haute cuisine you can find. The 

overall quality is almost always high, and you can tell that there is a pride in making good 

food, regardless of the price. The bar scene is also great and I would recommend going to 

Quartier Latin (student neighborhood) or Pigalle (close to Montmartre) for the best bars. 

Great clubs can also be found around Pigalle as well as the Arch of Triumph (l’Arc is a 

personal favorite). Wine is your go to drink as it is cheap and of good quality, as compared to 

beer which often is expensive and of varying quality. 

Other than this the culture is a major presence in Paris and I would recommend you to visit as 

many museums and parks as possible, as most are free or heavily subsidized as a student. A 

few personal favorites are: Musée d’Orsay, the Rodin museum (by Invalides) and palais de 

Tokyo. 

Accommodation 

Living in Paris in not cheap, and if you don’t have unlimited funds you will have to juggle a 

few priorities. Location, price and not having to share were the top priorities for me. For that 

reason I applied for accommodation through the school, and received a clean, modern room 

with kitchenette for EUR 400 per month close to Gare de Lyon (quite central). This is 

considered very cheap as I know many people who paid at least the double. My 

accommodation was with CROUS as it is called and the quality varies from what I’ve heard 

as some students even had to change housing due to the poor quality. 

 

Don’t hesitate to contact me for further questions regarding the school and Paris 

Good luck, 

Lucas Serpagli 

 

 


