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I had the opportunity to spend the fall semester of 2016 at Ca’ Foscari in Venice, Italy. It was 
the third semester of my studies in the banking and finance master programme. 
 
Ca’ Foscari 
The academic year is very compressed, I finished in almost exactly three months although 
the exam system allows for spreading out the exams a bit more. Each semester is divided 
into two periods. Courses are worth six ECTS. Readers astute in math will realise that a 
normal workload would require you to take five courses and that five is not a multiple of two, 
as a consequence you will have an uneven workload during your exchange semester. It 
wasn’t my intention but I ended up taking four courses in the first period and just one in the 
second. I’m happy with how it worked out, it was a fair amount of work in the first period but 
on the other hand I had 4-day weekends every week for the other half of my exchange. 
 
If you’re looking for bachelor level courses you may struggle to find enough of them taught in 
english fill up your quota of 30 ECTS. Master courses are in a much greater extent taught  in 
english, you should not be afraid of taking them as the difficulty level is in general lower than 
at SBS, of course this isn’t true for all courses. Ca’ Foscari is quite lax in which courses you 
take, you don’t have to register for courses, you simply go to any class you wish during the 
first few weeks then decide which ones you want to take.  
 
The teaching methods are very similar to what we have at SBS, perhaps a bit more personal 
in that classes are a bit smaller and teachers may ask for and remember your name. It 
varies from course to course but you can be graded on group assignments, individual 
assignments, written and oral exams. My courses didn’t have oral exams but I’m told they’re 
fairly easy to pass. As mentioned earlier, the difficulty level is in general lower but I was 
happy with the quality of teaching. My only major complaint would be that in one of my 
courses we had a professor whose grasp of the english language was severely lacking, 
which led many students to abstain from going to lectures. 
 
Welcome program 
There isn’t a massive welcome program organized by the school but I thought it was 
enough. There is the international welcome day on which they tell you most of the things you 
have to know about the school and life in Venice. The school will send you a list of buddies 
that you can pick from, the ratio of incoming students to buddies is quite large. I never 
actually met mine but he was happy to answer any questions I sent him, this might be your 
best bet whenever you’re confused about school or Italy in general. The school’s welcome 
unit is very friendly and helpful but may not be the quickest when you need them. 
 
Venice 
The city is unique and immensely beautiful which is why I wanted to go there. Sadly the city 
is overrun by hordes of tourists which makes it feel like a cheap attraction sometimes, today 
it’s more a city for weekend trips than a city for living. Naturally it varies by the season and 
which area you are in, there are places where tourists don’t go and locals look suspiciously 
at outsiders.  
 

 



 

Northern italians and especially venetians aren’t too fond of outsiders, and everyone will 
assume that you’re a tourist which isn’t always great. This text is sounding a bit negative but 
these are just generalizations. I hope this doesn’t discourage you, I met loads of super 
friendly Italians and I’m convinced you will too. 
 
You would expect that in a city that lives off of tourism the population would be relatively 
good at speaking english, this is not the case as they are in fact awful. Many don’t speak a 
word and even young students at the university struggle with it. I definitely recommend 
learning at least some Italian before you go as it’ll help you alot and earn some points with 
the locals.  
 
When I arrived in mid-september it was 32 degrees, which made carrying 50 kilos of luggage 
and unpleasant experience. On the bright side you can still go to the famous beach in 
october. In december we never went below freezing and the warmest days were comfortable 
at around 10-11 degrees. Bring a good mosquito-repellant if you’re going for the fall 
semester. 
 
Housing, Eating and Public Transport 
The university housing office will help you find housing, real estate is quite pricy in Venice 
which has pushed a lot of the local population to the mainland, this is especially true for the 
Italian students who commute from nearby cities. Most international students stay in student 
residences that you get through the housing office. I stayed in the Junghans residence on 
Giudecca which is probably the worst one. There is no kitchen other than a pair of 
microwaves and some fridges, nor is there wi-fi. But it’s not all bad as you share the situation 
with 100-200 other students, shared misery is a great bonding mechanism. The view from 
the roof is also fantastic. The residences house mostly international students but there are 
some italians too. There are single rooms but mainly doubles.  
 
There is no shortage of restaurants in the city, eating out costs about the same or a little bit 
less than in Stockholm. Since I was limited on cooking options I ate a lot of take away or 
stuff that could be made in microwaves or with water boilers but this gets expensive in the 
long run. If you have better (or any) cooking facilities you’ll save a lot as the supermarkets 
are much cheaper than in Sweden and have good quality Italian products to indulge in. I had 
most of my lunches in a canteen run by a regional student organization, you’ll get a two 
course meal for 5.70€ which is the best value for money in the city.  
 
You will access the public transport system with the card VeneziaUnica. The information 
online will tell you that you need some documents from the university to prove that you’re a 
student and they’ll give you the card for 10€, but I heard of no one who managed to convince 
them of this. I went there and paid 50€ for the card and 25€ for a monthly pass. Obviously 
the boats can’t go everywhere, you will have to walk a lot and you really need good walking 
shoes. 
 
What to do 



 

If you’re looking for activities and a good way to meet other exchange students the local 
branch of the Erasmus Student Network organizes karaoke nights, contests, dinners, parties 
and trips to other Italian cities.  
 
The italian lifestyle is a very social one and you will often see friends out for a Spritz at pretty 
much any time of the day. However it varies quite a bit by season, when it’s warm out the 
campos are filled with people spilling out of bars and restaurants or enjoying some pizza on 
the ground. In the colder season this lovely atmosphere goes away and is replaced by… not 
so much, some stalls pop up where they sell vin brulé which is quite similar to our glögg. In 
summer the streets start to die down around midnight and in winter they will be almost 
deserted at that time. A lot of students found the nightlife to be quite dull, if you’re into 
clubbing there is literally one club in Venice and it’s a whopping 40 sq m, if not less. There 
are some on the mainland but not many ventured there.  
 
There’s no shortage of things to see in Venice. There are of course all the touristy stuff to do 
along with museums and art galleries. If you like churches and art, and especially churches 
filled with art with religious motives Venice is the place to be, as you can not walk for 3 
minutes without seeing a church and many of them have paintings and frescoes by famous 
artists from the region. If you’re into architecture I’m sure you’ll enjoy yourself there too. 
Depending on when you go, there might be the world famous Biennale or the film festival 
going on, there’s often cultural stuff to see. Keep in mind for your travels in Italy that 
government run museums have free entry on the first sunday of every month. 
 
If you’re looking for a gym I can tell you that they all suck and are terribly expensive. 
 
Travel 
Venice is a good stepping stone for traveling to other places in Italy via rail or bus. I took day 
trips to Padova, Trento, Bologna, Ravenna and Verona which was my favorite, and a 
weekend trip to Milano. The regions and cities of Italy can be very different since they 
haven’t been a country for very long, you don’t have to go far to experience and see new 
things. For trains use trenitalia.com and busses flixbus.com, as a side note trains are often 
late. 
 
Costs 
I’d say that costs are in general lower than in Stockholm. I paid 330€ per (full) month for a 
single room in the Junghans residence. I spent about 13.50€ per day on food and living 
expenses (laundry, drinks, etc.) but I eat a lot and you can definitely spend less than that if 
you cook your own food. Drinks and wine is much cheaper than in Sweden. Public transport 
is 25€ per month plus a one time activation fee. Train and bus tickets to nearby cities are 
cheap but prices vary of course.  
 
In Conclusion 
I hope my report has been helpful to you. My trip might not have been rosy and perfect at all 
times but I definitely enjoyed my experience in Italy and I’m happy that I went on an 
exchange. If you have any questions I’d be happy to answer them as best I can at 
jonathanboklund@hotmail.com. Keep scrolling down for pictures. 



 

 
 
 

 

 
View from Giardini back towards the city 
View from the Junghans residence roof 



 

 
 

 

 
What waiting for the “bus” looks like 

 



 

 
What your commute to school will look like 

 



 

 
The business campus 



 

 
My room, not one of the better ones 



 

 
Piazza San Marco gets flooded sometimes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
And sometimes it gets foggy 


