
This exchange report is written with huge relief. Not because I am an unusual fan of writing 
reports, but because my 150+ days in Zürich are over. The following report serves as guide to 
what to expect from the life in this picturesque country. What to possibly “enjoy”, and what to 
be aware of. This report is based on my personal experience, which turned out to be the worst 4 
months of my entire life. Sit back and relax, because here we go! 
 
Your exchange year will start by you being welcomed by the host university. This procedure was not 
bad, nor was it good. Finding courses on a technical level is hard, but on an academical level it is 
unfortunately impossible. No information about the lack of courses held in English was given to me, I 
serve as living proof that they are barely nonexistent. I really had to broaden my vision and had to 
take courses in fields of studies I would not normally have taken. After literally choosing every course 
held in English and at our level of education I managed to get 23 ETC from the following courses 
(these are the courses you are most likely to study as well): 
 
Technology Entrepreneurship (Held at ETH, different university) 
A primer in Entrepreneurship (Held at the faculty of Business) 
Principles of Common Law (Held at the faculty of Law) 
More than Cheese and Chocolate (Held at the faculty of Politics) 
International Management (Held at the faculty of Business) 
German (Held at the faculty of Foreign Languages) 
Introduction to Game Theory (Held at the faculty of Business) 
 
Continuing on the “welcome part”, the university had actually organized for some sorts of social 
events. These events were poorly coordinated and you really felt that you as an exchange student, did 
not really matter. 
 
Housing in Zürich is essential. The school recommends you to apply through a housing agency called 
WOKO. Do this! Not necessarily because the quality of life in those houses are any good, but because 
the prices are reasonable. 6000-8000 SEK per month. I did not get an apartment through WOKO, and 
after spending weeks online researching for other housing possibilities, I ended up living 15 minutes 
from the university, paying 17’000 SEK a month for a small room. This is about what you should 
expect arranging your own housing, not living in a WOKO house. This leads me into the average 
prices in Zurich. Let’s just say that it is expensive. My estimation says that it is about 3 times more 
expensive than Stockholm. Do not travel here expecting to live on your CSN. A decent life in this city 
requires between 20’000-30’000 SEK depending on how good you are with budgeting. 
 
The quality of the education was once again not good, nor bad. I was expecting a lot more. The 
university itself (the building) was beautiful. Although I did not leave my family and friends to see 
some architectural brilliance and beautiful paintings. 
 
Unfortunately, I would not even recommend my worst enemy to do their exchange at UZH. Zurich is 
not a city for students due to its high prices. This combined with a lack of courses offered in English 
makes this exchange one of the worst I can immagine. So long Switzerland - I want my money back! 
 
Please feel free to contact me at Elias.Kevdal@gmail.com for further question. I will be happy to 
answer any of your concerns.  
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