
My exchange semester in Madrid 
 
 
 
 
 

Why should you go on an exchange semester?  
 
By going on an exchange semester you leave your comfort zone to enter a new society with a new 
culture and way of living. During your semester abroad you will definitely widen your horizons and 
develop your personality and academic knowledge. It is also a great opportunity to meet other 
exchange students from the all around world and develop good friendships. Lastly, you will be able to 
experience a different form of education and teaching. 
 
 
 
Short summary regarding different aspects of the exchange: 
 
Madrid in general: 
 
Firstly, Madrid is a beautiful city with a lot of amazing things to offer. Almost everywhere you look 
you see mesmerizing architecture and incredible buildings. It has a lot of fine views and extraordinary 
places like no other. The city center is typically known as the gran via street, where you could get a 
glimpse of the city's finest shops and markets and also feel the city pulse. Secondly, the city is famous 
for its love for football, so if you are a fan of either Athletico Madrid or Real madrid, you have come 
to the right place. The arenas are located not too far from the city center, so there is no hassle if you 
plan to see a game. Tickets range from anywhere between 25-300 depending which teams that are 
playing against. 

 
 
Food: 



 
Spain is typically known for its mediterranean cuisine, which involves a lot of fried food and seafood. 
The most popular type of food is definitely tapas, where the availability is enormous. Everywhere in 
madrid you can find tapas restaurants with high quality tapas. I am unfortunately not a big fan of tapas 
where i prefer italian and asian cuisine more. Regarding those categories you can find decent sushi 
places and good very italian places. My recommendations are to visit: Ginos and Rugatino. 
Lastly, if you are in Madrid you have to visit one of the Goiko restaurants. They serve one of the best 
burgers i have ever ate in my life. It's very cheap also, where a burger is around 12 euros. 
 

 
 
 
 
Housing: 
If you are going to Madrid alone, you should definitely consider to live in a student resident. By living 
in a student resident allows you to meet people in the same situation, which can simplify friendship 
creation and socialization. I lived in a resident called Resa by Claudio coello which is walking 
distance from IE and is also newly refurbished. They offer a fantastic accommodation stay with good 
service and comfortable rooms. Just make sure to apply in time to avoid losing your spot.  
 
 
 
The university: 
 
IE university has a very good reputation as a innovate school regarding teaching and education. My 
experience of the university was very good, where the courses fulfilled a high quality of education and 
the teachers was very professional. The student life was also one of the best i have experienced in my 
life. The first orientation week you get to meet lots of new people, where the university organize lots 
of fun events such as tapas nights, party events and even paintball. Down below is a list of the courses 
i read and my overall assessment of them from a scale from 1 to 5.  

1. Corporate finance 1 



2. Corporate valuation 3 
3. Topics in international finance 4 
4. Introduction to coding 4 
5. Risk management 5 
6. Topics in financial assets, markets and tools 3 
7. Family business 4 

 
 
The corporate finance course was very hard where you have to remain alert and take notes if you want 
to pass it. 
 
 
Please, do not hesitate to contact me for further questions and recommendations. Best regards, Fredrik 
Englesson 


