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If you’re looking into the University of Mannheim as an option for your exchange 

semester I assume you’re either looking for an academic challenge, or you’re 

interested in German culture. To fully enjoy your stay you’re preferably interested in 

both. With an open mind, and a bit of patience for German bureaucracy, Mannheim is 

a place where you can make a lot of friends and have a truly great time. By sharing 

some of my own experiences, I hope I can make your stay in Mannheim easier. My 

exchange was at master’s level so the experience with the school might differ slightly 

for bachelor’s level students, but they should generally be true. 

Housing 

Let’s kick it off with the first thing you’ll probably look into when moving to Mannheim 

– a place to live. The university offers some accommodation in its own dorms, but 

these spaces are limited and assigned on first- come first-serve basis. If you’re 

interested in a dorm spot get in the queue as soon as you’re granted access to the 

university’s exchange portal (a lot of information can be found there in general, so 

take your time to read through it). Other student dorm options include some of the 

catholic and protestant ran dormitories. Don’t worry, you don’t need to adhere to any 

particular religion to get a place there, but similarly to the university dorms you should 

apply early. 

Living in a dorm means sharing a lot of space with your fellow students and while it 

can be a great way to meet some new friends it can also easily get loud or 

obnoxious. That’s when you might turn to private accommodation. Depending on if 

you want a flat of your own or if you want to share with some other people, your 

options may vary. The best place to look for private accommodation if you don’t have 

any contacts in the Mannheim area is http://www.wg-gesucht.de/ . Beware that most 

landlords prefer to communicate in German, so if you want to increase your chances 

of getting a place, make sure to message them in their own language.  

Typically prices are higher for students staying only one semester as landlords prefer 

to rent their places for a full year, and most landlords may even refuse you if you’re 

only staying for a few months (although this might differ for the spring semester). 

Prices for student dorms range from €250 to €350 per month, for a room in a shared 

flat from €280 to €450, and for you own apartment from €500 and up. A lot of this is 

of course based on both the size of the place and which area you want to live in.  

The school is located in the Quadrate area where it’s slightly harder and more 

expensive to get accommodation compared to other areas of Mannheim such as 

Neckarstadt, Schwetzingerstadt or Lindenhof, which are also reasonably close to 

school. If you buy the semester card for public transportation living in Ludwigshafen 

(cheaper), Heidelberg (more historic and German, with a university of its own), or any 

other of the nearby cities is also an option, but you will be more detached from what 

is happening around the university. 

http://www.wg-gesucht.de/


The University 

After settling in your next step is to enroll for the semester. You probably already 

know that the university is located in one the world’s biggest Baroque castles and 

that is also where you’ll have most of your lectures and exams. There are some other 

buildings and lecture halls that are used, but they are all located in the castle area. 

One of the castle courtyards known as Schneckenhof, is home to student parties 

every Thursday during the warmer periods of the year, while the catacombs host the 

parties when it gets colder (they are however closed for renovation during 2017, but 

the parties are still organized at other venues). 

The lectures don’t differ much from the ones you’ve experienced in Stockholm, with 

the exception that breaks are usually not provided. A 3 hour lecture usually means 

the professor will talk for 3 hours. Some professors are more interactive while others 

expect you to listen and take notes, and direct any questions you might have to 

Teachers Assistants. Most courses also include an exercise set where the TA’s go 

through various problems in more detail than the lecturers. Even as a marketing or 

management student your courses will include quantitative problems and will require 

some knowledge in statistics and mathematics. I strongly recommend attending as 

many of the lectures and exercises as possible as this will greatly increase your 

chances of passing the exams. All exams are in fact based on the lecture slides, 

which will either be provided to you for free or you’ll be required to purchase for a 

small fee covering the printing cost.  

All exams are written at the end of the semester during an exam period, which means 

you have to structure your studying. The exams themselves require more learning by 

heart than you’re probably used to as they usually last for 1 hour and you have to 

answer between 10-20 questions. Apart from adequately preparing for the exams, 

the best tip I can give for passing them is to focus on the questions you directly know 

the answer to. Any time spent on thinking about a problem is usually time lost and 

you will not be able to answer all the questions if you hesitate. Strategically picking 

the questions you’re surer about and that yield more points is an important trick.   

In total I took 6 courses (a mix of management and marketing), and I was very happy 

with all my choices in the end. University of Mannheim is known for having one of the 

best marketing professors in Germany, Christian Homburg, and picking any class at 

his chair is very rewarding. I had 3, including Price and Product Management, Sales 

Management and Customer Relationship Management, and Value-Based Marketing. 

All the courses provided me with a lot of new knowledge and a perspective on 

marketing that I feel isn’t sufficiently covered at Stockholm university. Of the other 

courses I can highly recommend Creativity and Entrepreneurship which is a course 

where you, with a team of other students, work on starting up a business. The whole 

course is centered on the creation of a real business idea and a business plan for 

your company. It is a very nice way to practically experience many of the things 

you’ve been thought, and also explore working in a field you’re interested in. 



Things to do 

The welcome week in Mannheim consists more of a welcome month, where the local 

student arrange for a lot of different activities, ranging from pub crawls and parties to 

sports days and city visits. If you want to meet more fellow exchange students 

attending these events is a really good idea. Mannheim is not a big city, and apart 

from the castle and old water tower there is not that much to see. However the whole 

Rhein-Neckar Valley is well connected and offers a lot of different activities. If you’re 

into sports Mannheim is home to one of Germany’s best hockey clubs, Adler, and 

they are also home to the German handball champions Rhein-Neckar Löwen. Within 

30 minutes of Mannheim there are also several Bundesliga football clubs, including 

Hoffenheim, Frankfurt, and Mainz. If you’re more into motorsports Hockenheimring is 

also situated nearby and is home to F1 and DTWS racing. If you prefer practicing 

sports the university hosts a whole bunch of activities either completely free of charge 

or for a small fee. Most team sports such as football and floorball can be played 

weekly free of charge, and if you’re into climbing and bouldering Neckarstadt offers 

two of the best gyms in the area.   

If you’re not into sports and prefer spending your time exploring new places, taking 

the train to most cities in central Europe is very convenient. Paris is less than 4 hours 

away and if you book your ticket a bit in advance you can get away really cheaply 

(the same goes for Amsterdam which is just slightly more than 4 hours away). If 

you’re in Mannheim in autumn visiting Octoberfest in Stuttgart (or Munich) is a great 

way to experience German culture. The German Christmas markets are also a must. 

The region is also very famous for its wines so visiting one of the local wine or 

sausage festivals is also also a lot of fun. The nearby city of Heidelberg is also a 

popular destination with its old castle. It also features some very nice smaller 

breweries and hosts student parties which are worth a visit.  

Finding a student party any day of the week is usually not a problem unless you’re 

approaching the exam period at which point most people spend their active time in 

the library.  

Living Expenses   

In general Germany is quite a bit cheaper than Sweden. Food and drinks are usually 

way cheaper; both in stores and restaurants, and consumer goods are also slightly 

cheaper. Accommodation could end up costing you more, or less, depending on how 

you’re living now, while your phone bill will probably be slightly higher.  

Why should you go to Mannheim? 

It’s a great place to learn new things, meet new and interesting people, and get a 

different perspective on life in general. If you don’t mind a bit of studying and you like 

the German culture you will have a great time.  


