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Li Yinzhe – University of Geneva – Fall16 

 

Going for an exchange semester was one of the most important reasons why I chose my 

Master’s programme at Stockholm University in Sweden. My initial targets were 

universities in Asia. I was quite disappointed when being nominated to go to University 

of Geneva, which was my fifth choice. Now I am however satisfied with this semester 

in Geneva. And I highly recommend others to go to University of Geneva for exchange.  

 

Academic experience 

The most important reason why I enjoyed the time in Geneva was that I could take 

whatever courses I wanted even if it was not in the field of business. SBS had no 

restriction upon that. Yet the University of Geneva didn’t allow Master students to 

choose courses at Bachelor level (or vice versa). This resulted in a significant change 

of my study plan in order to avoid time conflicts among courses, but you would have 

three weeks trying different courses before finalising your study plan manually at the 

university. In Geneva, all courses are taken at the same time and the credits of courses 

are usually less than those in Sweden. One course is normally only 3 credits. 

Nonetheless the work load of some courses with 3 credits is even heavier than those 

courses with 7.5 credits in Sweden. Furthermore, many courses at Master level are not 

friendly to beginners. It is therefore highly recommended not to choose any course that 

are totally new for you if you don’t want your exchange semester to be overwhelming. 

For some courses, the concepts introduced are quite elementary, but the requirements 

of teachers are really high. It is unlikely to pass if you don’t spend sufficient time on 

them even if you have learnt the same thing before. Besides, as mentioned above, all of 

the courses are taken at the same time. Meaning that if you need 30 credits you will 

have 6-8 courses and it is likely you will have at least 5 projects/essays/exams due on 

the same date, especially when you take courses in different departments. Though it 

might be a little bit stressful, such challenge upon time management skills can be really 

valuable later in your career. In addition, teachers at University of Geneva are really 

good. Many of them are visiting scholars at top universities like Stanford University. 

There are also teachers who have published articles on famous journals like MIT 

Business Review and Harvard Business Review, while many other teachers have two 

PhD degrees. Overall, the University of Geneva is an ideal choice if you want to 

challenge and improve yourself because of the high quality and high standard of courses.  

 

Living cost 

10,000 SEK/month may be sufficient if you don’t travel a lot or go to restaurants for 

every meal. I was lucky enough to get a student room at Cite. The rent was about 500 

CHF/month while it is uncommon to rent a room with similar condition at a price below 

900 CHF/month in private market. So please follow the instruction and apply for a 

student room as soon as possible. To avoid unnecessary costs, it is also recommended 

to bring all of the things you need in the kitchen even if you need to pay for additional 

luggage fee for your flight. As it is known, the living cost in Geneva is very high. You 

might want to check the prices on websites of Migros or Coop before coming to Geneva 
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to get a feel of the consumption level.  

 

Transportation 

Similar to Uppsala, Geneva is quite small in terms of area. Buses and trams are the main 

way to travel within the town. There is also an airport and a train station not far from 

the city centre. It is vital to mention that buses, trams and trains are hardly punctual, 

especially for destinations within the city. 10 minutes will never be enough if you need 

to transfer even if it is at the same stop. Walking or bicycling might be much faster than 

waiting for buses/trams if your destination is not too far away, e.g. the campus.  

 

Leisure 

Geneva is an international city with countless international organisations, e.g. CERN, 

World Economic Forum, UN, etc. There are plenty of opportunities to participate in 

activities/events held by these organisations. Many of the international meetings are 

open to the public. Hence, it is relatively easy to network with famous leaders and 

professionals around the world. Also, there are also remarkable amounts of museums 

within walking distance, especially museums related to arts and history. Because of the 

location of Geneva, it is much easier and cheaper to explore the Europe and north Africa. 

Besides, the ESN Geneva organises many activities every week, including pub nights, 

group trips to other cities in Switzerland, etc. All in all, it is very hard to get bored in 

Geneva.  

 

 

Don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions!  
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