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I had the opportunity to study at San Diego State University during the Fall semester of 2016. 
To study at one of the most popular universities in the US and live in the always sunny 
California was truly an amazing experience.  
 
The University 
San Diego State University, or SDSU, is a very beautiful and large school with its own gym, 
libraries, arena, restaurants, police and health care center. You can always find a nice spot to 
study whether it’s inside or outside.  
 
You can choose from many different classes 
to study at SDSU. I chose Fundamentals of 
Entrepreneurship, Direct Marketing, 
Consumer Behavior and Selling Strategies. I 
found the teachers really good, they wanted to 
help you and it was inspiring since many of 
them worked at or had started large companies 
in the US. The main differences from 
Stockholm University are that you take the 
courses simultaneously and that attendance is 
mandatory. You need to be actively 
participating during classes since they take this in consideration when grading, and they will 
give you homework in every class. Thus, the system is more similar to the Swedish High 
School. Instead of having one final exam, you will also be having midterms and many 
assignments during the semester. However, even if the workload is heavier the exams are 
fairly easy since they often involve multiple questions.  
 
Students from many different countries come to SDSU to study so you will have no problem 
to meet new friends. The school has a very good welcome program with a tour around the 
school, activities and events. There was always something to do, since they also had fun 
events at the school area every weekend. Plus there are football games, concerts and 
basketball games often. Everything at SDSU is very well organized and you will always find 
what you need. 
 
Housing 
I lived on campus at an apartment complex called Zapotec. By living there you get free 
membership to the school’s gym and the building has its own pool. I shared an apartment with 
three other girls, and according to the American students Zapotec was one of the best 
apartments. However, the standard is lower than what we are used to in Sweden and it is 
pretty expensive (around $1100 per month). Living on campus is good if you want to be close 
to the school. I though it was OK since I saved a lot of time not having to go to school by car 



or bus. However, if you have a driver’s license it can be nicer to stay down by the beach 
instead and then rent a car to drive to school with. Many students lived down at Pacific 
Beach/Mission Beach/Ocean Beach which is supernice. It takes approximately 30 minutes to 
go to school from there by car.  
 
The City 
San Diego is one of the most beautiful cities I have ever been to. There are many different 
parts in one city which makes it easy for you to find something you like. For example, there is 
Downtown with skyscrapers and nice clubs and restaurants. Here is also Little Italy with 
many nice Italian restaurants. Then there are the nice beaches – Pacific Beach, Mission Beach 
and Ocean Beach. Here it is so beautiful and there is a more relaxed vibe than in Downtown. 
La Jolla is also a place one has to visit, it is really pretty and famous for the sea lions laying 
on the beach. North Park and Balboa Park are also nice places and closer to SDSU as well. 
Altogether, you will easily find your favorite spots. Also, what can be better than the Cali 
weather? It is sunny every day so you can study at the beach or just hang out there on 
weekends. Furthermore, LA is a 2-hour drive from San Diego and there are many other nice 
places around such as Yosemite National Park and Las Vegas. I would recommend to try to 
see as many places as you can. California is so beautiful and the semester goes quickly by but 
if you plan well you will have time to explore as well! 
 
To study abroad 
I would strongly recommend anyone to take the opportunity to study abroad! You will meet 
so many amazing friends, learn about different cultures, grow as a person, and make 
memories for life. This is something that you will never forget and I promise you that you will 
have an amazing experience! 
 
Best, 
Mathilde Frykhammar 
 
 
 


