
Exchange report- Seoul National University Fall 2016 
This was my first time traveling outside Europe, and the last chance for me to do an exchange 

semester. When deciding upon Seoul National University I just picked the university with the highest 

ranking outside Europe and North America that had an exchange agreement with Stockholm 

business school.  

The application process was lengthy and to be honest quite exhausting, most of my classmates who 

got enrolled at other universities just received a notices via email. When applying to SNU I had to 

submit two forms and a personal letter. The two forms had to be signed by two professors, who 

furthermore had to grade me on qualities such as ‘emotional maturity and academic potential’. The 

personal letter was akin to that on a CV, but I also had to answer three questions. The university 

homepages are confusing. Make sure to write down passwords and usernames. Sometimes I had to 

fill out forms that where in Korean, this could potentially have been avoided but I’m not sure how. 

To be able to live in a dorm you will have to submit medical information and an x-ray of your chest 

(not kidding). Fortunately, there are many goshiwoons (traditional cheap student housing) in the 

vicinity of Seoul National University subway and bus- station. I lived in the Bongcheon-Dong area of 

Seoul and I highly recommend it, there are lots of restaurants and bars, which also means lots of 

people all hours of the day. An extra plus is that most of the SNU buddy pub events and the 

university itself where within walking distance of my goshiwoon. You can find a goshiwoon at 

https://goshipages.com/.  

The city is one of the world’s largest with a subway system that at first will seem impossible to 

comprehend. But the Koreans are extremely polite and helpful and the city must be one of the safest 

in the world. Clothes are marginally cheaper. Korean alcohol is very cheap but imported alcohol such 

as wine or craft beer are pricier than in Sweden. Taxi is cheap and food can be very cheap depending 

on what and where you eat. I highly recommend trying their sea-food restaurants, I had clams and 

fishes I’ve never even heard of. It’s hard to get vegan food and if you do not eat pork, you will have 

to be careful when ordering, most dishes that might seem vegetarian have some kind of meat(pig) 

broth. Since the city is so big, there are tons of stuff to do as long as you have money. The clubs are 

great and they range from a basement in Hongdae which plays hip-hop to massive 3 floor clubs in 

Itaewon. And lest we forget the famous Octagon in Gangnam, even on an ordinary Wednesday 

international DJ’s will be playing too early in the morning. Smoking rules differ from club to club, ask 

before you light up. Entrance fees almost always include wardrobe and a drink. 

The university itself is the number one university in South Korea and the third best university in Asia, 

and you will notice this. There is a limited number of courses in English but large enough for you to 

find at least a handful interesting ones. The courses will run simultaneously and before choosing you 

might want to look at the curriculum to see whether the course have a midterm or a final paper or 

both. In regards to the quality of education, I had some courses that where very demanding and 

rewarding, but also one that was ridiculously bad. Many professors are ‘big-shots’ in Korean society, 

educated at Harvard or Stanford, advisors to the president and so on; but others have a very Korean 

way of teaching which might feel awkward for Swedish students. The quality of the professors will 

determine the quality of the course. The Korean society is surprisingly bureaucratic, to drop a course 

or to change a course, you will need to have papers signed by professors or their TA’s. Some 

professors are very busy and might not be able to meet when you want to meet, make sure to fix 

your courses in time!  

I took the following courses: 

https://goshipages.com/


 Psychological and sociological processes of strategic decision making 

 International politics 

 Government and corruption 

 Business and military strategy 

The course listed at the top is very demanding but I also learned a lot. It is a Master/PHD course that 

I would highly recommend if you plan on studying on your exchange. The course listed at the bottom 

was very easy but provocatively poor in quality. International politics was very interesting with a 

reasonable work load and really good professor. Government and corruption is relatively easy and 

reasonably interesting. You should definitely take part in the SNU buddy program, I had a great group 

and met many new friends. 

Good things to know: There are two station on the subway with almost identical names. Seoul 

national university station (the one you want to live nearby and the one where you change to bus or 

walk to the campus). And Seoul national university of education (Another station on the same line). 

At Korea station there is a massive shopping centre with good tax-deductible prices for food. The 

quality of goshiwoons differ, I had a nice and clean albeit small and expensive room. But I heard 

some horror stories about other goshiwoons. The weather, during the summer is very humid and 

warm, but the smog will block the worst of the sun most days. The humidity makes the winters 

extremely cold, even if the temperature is the same as in Sweden it will feel colder. Koreans love 

hiking and mountain climbing, bring appropriate clothes. Deodorant and perfume is expensive. It is 

possible cheaper to buy a meal than to cock your own food. The Koreans take cybersecurity very 

serious and some of the university pages will only be accessible with internet explorer (not Firefox, 

Safari or Chrome). Most people outside of SNU will not speak English. Korean culture is very 

patriarchal and authoritarian but Koreans are very understanding towards foreigners. 

Personally I loved South Korea and SNU. And I would highly suggest it to anyone who is open-minded 

and not to squeamish about food (it will get weird). 

 

 

 

 


