
Newcastle University 

 

When I applied to Newcastle University I did not really know that much about the university. 

I wanted to go to an English-speaking country in order to improve my English language skills. 

I had never been in Newcastle before I started my exchange and it was my first time living on 

my own. 

 

Before arriving in Newcastle I had applied for accommodation through the university. We got 

the confirmation for the acomodation in the first week of September which I though was a bit 

late, since we started with some information lectures 22nd of September. The accommodation I 

stayed in is called Henderson Hall and will not be used after this semester since the building is 

so old and worn out. My room had an ensuite bathroom with a toilet and a shower, which I 

really wanted to have. Some of the other rooms had a common bathroom. What I liked about 

the accommodation was that there were only exchange students living there which made it 

easy to meet new people in the same position as you. Henderson Hall was about 30 minutes 

by bus from the university and city centre. 

 

The international introduction week was very good and contained a lot of different activities 

and informative meetings. Freshers week started when the British students arrived 

approximately one week after the international students arrived. There were a lot of activities 

and many parties during the Freshers week which was very well organized. The Erasmus 

coordinator for business students, James Wade, was very helpful and understanding. We 

could always contact him if we had any questions or problems.  

 

The studies were very intense. We had six modules simultaneously, consisting of lectures and 

seminars. What made everything so much harder is that we did not have as much time as the 

British students to prepare for our examinations. Our first lecture was the 3rd of October and 

our last exam was the 15th of December. Compared to the fall semester in Stockholm 

University, this is a 200% study tempo. Me and the other business exchange students from 

SBS were very stressed and sometimes even depressed because of the amount of work we had 

to do. The exams were also scheduled very close to each other. We had all our six 

examinations and deadlines in one single week.  

One thing I really liked about the university was that it had so many different societies. 

Everything from sports and dancing to religious and traveling societies. All of these societies 

were accessible for a few pounds only.  

Newcastle is a great city with much to do. Newcastle United and Sunderland are two big 

teams in English football and are both very close. Newcastle united plays on St. James Park 

which is just across the street from the business school. Sunderland’s arena lies ten minutes 

away with the metro. There is a lot of partying going on in Newcastle. There are many good 

clubs there and since it is a student town, there is a good mix of people in the clubs and bars.  



If I would divide my stay in two parts, one would be the university part and the other the 

student life part. I am not content with the university part. The university facilities are good 

but the way the studies were set up for exchange students was not good at all. On the other 

hand, I am very happy with the student life part. The people in Newcastle are very nice and 

polite which I will really miss when I will go home to Sweden. There were always things to 

do when we had the time. And most importantly, the school had a bar that was open all day!  

 

 

 

 


