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I attended Newcastle University in the United Kingdom during the fall semester 2016. I decided to 

apply to exchange in Newcastle because I wanted to improve my English skills and because I wanted 

to live in a smaller a city than Stockholm for a change. This ended up being a good decision since 

Newcastle indeed is a student town with lot of activities and things to do.  

 

I managed to receive a student accommodation in Newcastle. I lived in an old building called 

Henderson Hall which was located approximately 30 minutes from the university by bus. I had my 

own little room and bathroom and I shared a kitchen with four girls. We got our own basic set of 

dishes and shared pot and kettles together. The room was small and cold but I was still positively 

surprised because to be honest I didn’t expect much of the English living standards. One fact which 

also made this form of accommodation a positive experience was the people living there. There were 

about 30 other Erasmus students living in a same housing and we became really good friends. We 

arranged parties, dinners and trips together and I could not be more grateful to have had the 

opportunity to meet such nice people during my exchange. 

 

Studying in Newcastle University was very different compared to what I have gotten used to in 

Stockholm. I had five courses at the same time and I had lectures and seminars every day, sometimes 

even up to three lectures in one day. Attending to lectures was compulsory. The modules I chose were 

Corporate Finance, Financial Accounting, Managerial and Business Economics, International 

Economics and one politics course called Power, Participation and Democracy: Comparative 

Perspectives. The courses from the Business School were equivalent to 5 ECTS and the politics 

course 10 ECTS. Still even the five point courses were challenging and involved lot of work. I was 

lucky since my assessments were split in December and January so I didn’t have too much work to 

do at the same time compared to others. I had to write three essays and study for three exams in total 

during my exchange period. 

 

As mentioned before Newcastle is a student town and it is famous for its night life for a good reason. 

The Geordies (people from Newcastle area) for real go out a lot and sometimes I felt like I was middle 

of an episode from Geordie Shore. There are lot of different clubs and bars in the city centre and the 

price level is extremely lower than in Stockholm. The cost of living in England in general is slightly 

cheaper compared to Scandinavia. 

 



To conclude, I am truly happy that I decided to apply for an exchange in Newcastle. I have had the 

opportunity to meet incredible people and travel a lot. This has been once-in-a-lifetime experience 

which I am going to miss.  


