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Prior my exchange I had never visited the United Kingdom and in my initial thoughts I aimed 
for either London or Bath for my exchange, but after consideration I decided to go to 
Glasgow, Scotland. The main reason was the talked about energy of the city, its people and 
quality of teaching at University of Glasgow.  
 
The University of Glasgow was situated at Glasgow West End and was founded 1451, 
making it the fourth oldest university in the English speaking world. The architecture is of 
gothic style much like J.K. Rowling’s Hogwarts where many scenes from Harry Potter where 
recorded, giving it a very special and pompous feeling while strolling through the halls. I 
studied at Adam Smith Business School, located in the main building. The courses I studied 
where:  
 
Strategy 
Project Management 
Digital Marketing Strategy 
Uneven Development & The Global Economy 
 
The professors where very professional and challenged the students during lectures with 
social interactions, open discussions and where also open to students opinions and reflective 
ideas. Henceforth, this challenged and built my interactive skills with the teachers and fellow 
students, ultimately deepened and helped my understanding of the course material and 
subjects in preparation to the essays and exams. The ways in which the teaching and learning 
was different compared to Stockholm Business School, I studied all the four courses at the 
same time and the same thing with the exams and essays in which they where situated during 
two weeks in December. The most challenging and useful course would be Strategy where I 
had two presentations and one exam thus challenging our research methods compared to the 
course literature and how we in the most effective way could analyse strategies around current 
situations for multi national companies. This created a very realistic and practical view of 
how strategy works outside the University periphery, making it both challenging and 
interesting.  
 
The University had two student unions named Glasgow University Union and Queen Margret 
Union, I joined the QMU where a lot of events and social gatherings where organised. By 
joining QMU I was given the opportunity to connect with new people and learn more about 
the Universities history and student culture from prior information given on the welcome day.  
 
Even though housing was expensive and hard to find, me and a friend managed to find a 
accommodation called Buchanan View one of many accommodations Unite Students has 
around in UK, making them reliable with very professional staff. Buchanan View was 
situated in the city centre close to the Buchanan Bus station and George Square making it 
very easy to head down to all the shops, restaurants and bars on Buchanan Street, one of the 
longest and busiest street in Glasgow. It took around 20 minutes by bicycle to get to the main 
campus, my friend and me managed to buy bicycles the first week in Glasgow for 80 Pounds 
total. I paid 2550 Pounds or roughly 28000 SEK for the housing period of 5 Sep – 15 Jan, I 
had my own bathroom and room but shared the kitchen with four others that I got to know 
very well. The house we lived in was an all student housing, making it very easy to find new 
friends and activities during my stay there. The standard was great but the heather and the 
water temperature did flounder from time to time, we also had a cleaning lady visiting us 



every other week to clean the common areas. The gym was situated on the University campus 
and was in top quality as it had recently been renovated, it had four floors with a broad range 
of activities and equipment.  
 
My time abroad benefitted me in many ways, both social and educational. The atmosphere of 
the University of Glasgow alongside my fellow classmates made me very eager to learn and 
challenge myself ultimately benefiting my personal development. The way of learning at 
Glasgow University was in many ways challenging because of the simultaneously running 
courses and how the exams where situated, creating a long period of preparing and studying 
for the exams, but in the end it became very stressful and challenging. The course I was most 
satisfied with in a sense of future career goals was Strategy, but I was still satisfied with all of 
the other courses. The experience of going abroad and away from your loved ones was hard at 
first but after a while I managed to really feel at home in Glasgow. I fell in love with the 
city’s people, atmosphere and culture but I also loved the experience of meeting so many new 
friends and exploring an entirely new city and culture making the exchange semester very 
worth being away from my family and friends.  
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