
Newcastle University  
 

I have always been fascinated by the United Kingdom and took the chance to study 

there this autumn. The range of universities to choose from was limited on master 

level, but Newcastle University was one of the possible choices. They offer housing to 

its student but have only a limited number of rooms available so to get housing 

through the university is not guaranteed for students enrolled for only one semester. 

Furthermore, they announce the placement just a few weeks before the start of the 

semester. I got an offer of a room in the beginning of September, the semester starts 

in the end of September. By then I had already found a housing of my own, in a 

private flat share. I found the flat through easyroommate.com and it worked really 

well. It is a choice I am happy with. There were mostly students in the house, both 

international and Britons.  

 

The first thing I did after arriving to Newcastle was to get a bike and it was my first 

choice of transportation. It is not a city that is designed with bikes in mind, but it is 

a convenient way of getting around. It is also a good way of getting out further on the 

beautiful countryside which surrounds Newcastle. It is a compact city centre so 

walking works good as well. Newcastle University Business School is partly hosted in 

a new building next to St James Park, the home arena of Newcastle United FC. It is 

a very nice facility and an advantage is that they offer bike storage. It is a good place 

for studies as well, with nice lecture theatres, seminar rooms and computer clusters. 

For studies, I also found the student union a good place. 

 

Most of the modules run over the whole year with some of the courses having a special 

study abroad variant with examination at the end of the first semester. This resulted 

in that there was not that many modules to choose from. On master level it was very 

limited and I ended up not taking any module at master level at all. Instead, I took a 

few modules in economics and a few in strategy. I am happy with the modules and 

the lecturers as well. The teaching is similar as in Sweden with lectures and seminars. 

As for examination, there were most essays as a special examination for international 

students.  

 

Everyone at Newcastle University was very polite and willing to help. It was never any 

problems to understand the enrolment process. In the beginning of the semester we 

did an English assessment and based on that extra English learning courses was 

offered, if necessary. It is a good way to boost the language skills even more. The 

semester started up with welcoming activities of different kinds which were well 

organised and a good way to get to know new people. Another way to get to know new 

people is to join any of the many societies or sports club. There is societies for a wide 

variety of interests and abilities. It works both to develop a sport you already practise 

and it is also an excellent opportunity to try something completely new. I joined the 

mountaineering club and it was one of the best things I did. I had not done any 

climbing prior to joining the club but everyone was welcoming and happy to share 

their knowledge. Furthermore, they organised a few weekend trips to astonishing 

climbing destinations around UK; Peak District, Lake District and Yorkshire this fall 

but it varies. It is a splendid way of getting exploring more if the country. There are 

other clubs as well which organise similar trips but with different activities such as 

caving and fell walking. 

 



  

 

To conclude, I would like to encourage everyone to take one semester abroad. Britain 

is a fantastic country to be in and I really enjoyed my time in Newcastle. 

 

I leave you with some useful links  

 

Newcastle University home page: http://www.ncl.ac.uk/  

Module Catalogue: http://www.ncl.ac.uk/module-catalogue/ (Note that you as an 

Erasmus student only can take modules given by Newcastle University Business 

School, and that the module only stretches over the semester you will spend there) 

Newcastle University Students’ Union: https://www.nusu.co.uk/  

 

Best Regards 

Marcus Kallin 
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