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I wanted to go on exchange already before I started my studies in Stockholm, and got to spend 

my exchange semester at National University of Singapore. I can highly recommend going on 

exchange to everyone, since it allows you to get to know a new culture, gain new perspectives 

and meet a lot of amazing people. Going to Southeast Asia is a great choice in general, and it is 

very easy to explore the entire area from Singapore - even during the semester. 

Housing 

You will get a lot of emails related to housing, and the best advice I can give is to be very early 

with any deadlines. I was very lucky when it comes to housing and got offered a room at 

University Town. The apartment was great and I got to share it with three other girls. All of the 

housing areas are very close to each other and to the Business School, and there are good 

services around them: food courts, restaurants, convenience stores, gyms etc. There are 

multiple free shuttle buses connecting different places around campus, which made getting 

around easy. It is also possible to live in a private apartment further away from the campus, but 

keep in mind that this option can be far more expensive. 

 
The University 
In the beginning of the semester there are plenty of events for exchange students provided by 



the local student at NUS, and this is a good way of getting to know people. However these 

events get full in no time, so be quick if you want to secure your spot! The official orientation 

day for the Business School is mainly about practical stuff, and therefore I’d recommend you to 

be active in the beginning and check out all kinds of events at campus. 
 
Studying at NUS can be stressful at times, but this can also vary a lot. Some professors expect 

you to do a lot of studying each week, and some are not so strict. In general I found studying in 

Singapore a lot more hectic than in Stockholm, and sometimes I felt very overwhelmed by the 

amount of readings and assignments. Again, this can vary a lot and some of my friends had 

courses that did not have a lot of compulsory readings to do - I would recommend you to go 

through the course syllabus in detail before selecting the courses especially if you tend to get 

stressed easily. I got three out of the five of the courses that I originally selected, and eventually 

ended up studying the following modules: Financial Accounting, Corporate Finance, Strategic 

Management, ASEAN: Geoeconomics and Geopolitics of Business and Asian Business 

Environments. 

The professors at NUS have very high expectations, and therefore students tend to put a lot of 

effort into assignments and presentations. I found the quality of teaching at NUS very good, and 

the professors are always willing to help! Studying is a mixture of mandatory class participation, 

individual and team assignments, readings and group presentations. I did not have to buy too 

many books for the courses and in many cases the professors uploaded the readings online. Each 

module stresses different areas: for some modules the class participation might be 30% of the 

final grade, whereas for some it might be considerably less. Participating at class is usually 

expected by the professors, and this means not only sitting at the lecture but also engaging in 

class discussions and answering to possible pop quizzes. The modules tend to consist of either 

only lectures or a combination of lectures and seminars/tutorials. You should try to prepare the 

readings for the seminars and tutorials very well, as you might be asked to provide for instance a 

small presentation on the spot. 

 
Getting to know the local students might seem a bit tricky at first, and you might feel like your 

friends consist only of other exchange students. I was lucky since in almost all of my courses I 

was the only exchange student in my presentation group, and this was a great way to get to 

know the locals. They are really friendly, and will definitely help you if you don’t understand 

something at class! 

Singapore 

Singapore itself is a small, diverse and humid country, with a lot of things to see and do. It is 

easy and quick to get around with the MRT. You can for example have a beach day at Sentosa, 

enjoy the free concerts at Botanic Gardens or see the light show at Marina Bay before heading 

out. Singapore is also a rather expensive place to live in, but you can save money by eating at 



food courts and walking or using public transport instead of ordering an Uber for instance. The 

nightlife is good, and there is always something happening. A very special thing in Singapore is 

called the ’ladies night’, taking place on Wednesdays, when girls get to enjoy free drinks. Some 

fun places to check out are for instance CÉ LA VI, 1-Altitude, f.Club and Attica. Even if you 

weren’t the biggest fan of clubbing you should still check out the amazing view from the rooftop 

bars whenever there is a free entrance. Make sure to join the Facebook groups for exchange 

students in order to discover all the options. 

 

Traveling 

If you decide to go to Singapore, try to travel as much as you can! From Singapore you can easily 

take a bus to Malaysia, a ferry to Indonesia or fly to any other nearby country. I went to a couple 

of places during the semester (Malacca and Langkawi in Malaysia, Taiwan) and traveled more 

after the semester. I really like backpacking, and it is a cheap way to travel throughout the 

continent. Make some general plans before you go, but leave some room for spontaneous 

decisions as well since the time tables in other Asian countries than Singapore are usually not 

very precise. 

I’m sure you will have an amazing adventure ahead of you, just remember to be open-minded. 

Also, feel free to contact me if you want to know something specific!


