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My exchange semester in Florida Atlantic University 
(FAU) has to be one of the greatest experiences I’ve 
ever had. Ever since I saw Florida being one of the 
exchange university options I decided that my semester 
abroad would be spent in beautiful Florida sunshine 
exploring a new country that I’ve never visited before. 
Not even for a second have I regretted this decision! 
 

Probably the most stressful part of my exchange was the application process. Universities in 
US require a lot of paperwork before a visa can be granted - the process of gathering all 
papers and documents and finally getting a visa took me 6 months! However, no matter how 
stressful and complicated this phase might be, with dedication and good organising things 
will go smoothly. Besides, once you eventually get to Florida and your FAU semester begins 
all the hard work will pay itself off. 
 
The beginning was the hardest part, of course, but making connections with fellow exchange 
students during orientation makes the adaptation to the new environment much easier. I 
became friends with two other students from Stockholm University and on the first day we 
went to buy kitchenware, pillows, blankets and other things together. We even bought cheap 
bikes from Walmart that made trips to the grocery store (10mins), beach (20mins) and mall 

(20mins) much easier due to the lack of 
public transport in Florida and Boca Raton 
where the university is located. 

 
 

FAU as a university is perfect for an 
exchange student. Me and my friends lived in 
campus accommodation with pools and 
beach volley courts on our front yard, with 
only 5 min walk to the center of the campus. 
The campus much bigger than that in 
Stockholm University - however it was not too 

big to get lost into. FAU has its own stadium for football matches, barber shop, doctor, 
dentist, lots of food places and even a movie theatre on campus - all you need and so much 
more! 
 
Studying in FAU was also a nice experience. For someone who is used to Stockholm 
University learning speed FAU offered a nice relaxed semester - instead of taking one 
course at a time you take 5 courses simultaneously. Personally I much prefer this type of 
learning as you can get much deeper insight into the subject. If you plan your timetable 



wisely you can even have 2-3 days off a week and few days of full of lectures which gives 
you more time to relax/study at the beach or by the pool (I did this a lot!) or explore the 
surroundings. 
 

 
 
The professors at FAU were all really helpful, professional and loved what they were doing. 
The teaching had a personal touch since the classes were quite small (around 30 people), 
so the teacher knew you by name, your strengths and weaknesses and was able to provide 
you with a lot of feedback and suggestions for improvement. In addition to our final exams 
we had midterms in October and small assignments we prepared during the semester. One 
detail that I found funny was that almost all exams were multiple choice (and thus less 
stressful)! For my courses I chose International Marketing, International Finance, Human 
Resource Management, Strategies in Business Markets and Leadership, Supervisory Skills 

and Team Development - all of which I found 
extremely interesting and well taught. 
 
The exchange semester at FAU was a lot more 
than just beach and studying. FAU has constantly 
something going on, whether it is football or 
basketball matches (free for all students) or 
concerts on campus (this year they had Kesha) or 
free ‘midnight breakfast’ at the dining hall. The 
semester had also a lot of holidays and days off 
which meant that our group of friends was able to 
do a lot of trips to nearby destinations, and usually 
for a relatively cheap price - weekends in Miami 
(only 30-40min drive away), festivals, cruise to 
Bahamas, Key West, Orlando theme parks, New 

York, Canada and even Las Vegas. Not to mention the various party places and nice clubs 
and bars that were around in Fort Lauderdale, Delray Beach, Mizner Park and downtown 
Miami, all accessible with Uber. 
 
All in all, I truly recommend FAU and Florida as an exchange destination. Not only is the 
weather good around the year but also studying in United States provides you with an 
experience you can’t get anywhere in Europe. It’s really easy to meet new people and you’ll 
end up making friends for life. The only one downside I can mention is that once it is time to 



leave to go back home, the toughest part of missing everything at FAU begins. Luckily, the 
great memories of the unforgettable exchange semester will never die! 


