
Exchange Report- KEDGE Business School (Marseille Campus) 

An exchange spent at KEDGE proved to be a fantastic and enriching experience which I 

would certainly recommend. The school is very highly regarded and is surrounded by 

beautiful sceneries of southern France. 

Before arrival in Marseille, there may be certain difficulties and concerns regarding a lack of 

communication from the school and university housing facilities. I know that myself and 

many of my peers had almost no communication on arrival at our housing. However, there 

is an active Facebook group for all international students which I recommend joining as to 

ask questions, see other people’s concerns and integrate with other exchange students 

before your arrival. 

Regarding the housing options, there is little information online for certain lodgings, and it’s 

important that you know what sort of housing you want to live in before you arrive. For 

those looking for a great social life and not as concerned by the quality of the 

accommodation, ALOTRA offers dorm rooms occupied almost totally by international 

students. The social life is non-stop, and there is never a night where at least some people 

from there are not going to a bar or at least drinking in the communal kitchen. However, the 

quality of the rooms is low, with very basic amenities, and the property is very old. I stayed 

here and really enjoyed it and had most of my best friends as neighbours, but I also am not 

too concerned regarding the quality of accommodation. 

For those concerned by quality, Estudines offers brighter, cleaner and more modern rooms 

right next to the main campus of KEDGE. Quality and proximity to the university are great, 

but my friends staying here complained that there is absolutely no social activity, and some 

students living here chose to travel to ALOTRA for parties and social activities so that they 

weren’t alone. 

Apartments in the city are a great idea for those coming with friends. It’s a great idea to look 

for an apartment and share with people. The journey to university can take a while from the 

city, so the best places for an apartment are probably in Castellane or Prado, which are a 

good midpoint and nice areas. You can then join the social activities in the city as well as at 

university. 

Both when walking and choosing where to live, you should be careful about the areas where 

you choose to be. Areas around St Charles station and places north of the old port can be 

dangerous, especially at night; some students who were not aware of this got into trouble 

having things stolen from them, so be aware! In general, Marseille is a safe city if you are 

sensible and don’t walk alone at night down dark side streets. 

The surroundings of the university are lovely, with the university itself being positioned in a 

national park. Whilst there, be sure to take a walk to the Calanque near to Luminy (where 

university is). It’s a big rocky inlet with a small beach, good cliff diving and swimming 

opportunities and lovely scenery! 

 



Other must do things include: Going to a Marseille football game, visiting nearby Aix-en-

Provence, and if possible getting a hire car with friends and exploring the wine regions, 

coastline and other areas nearby! Marseille is a great place to do other travelling from, with 

Monaco, the Alps, wine regions and classic small French towns all within around 2 hours 

journey. 

The university itself is less challenging than in Stockholm. Courses are in small classes and 

not large lecture halls. There is a very large emphasis on group work with some classes 

having group work worth more than 60% of the grade. Teachers speak good English in 

general, but many other people in and around the university will be reluctant to speak 

English. 

Overall, going to KEDGE will give you a really fun and enriching exchange, in a relaxed and 

friendly culture. It is a fantastic experience to build your personal and professional network 

and enjoy almost non-stop sunshine without being too far from home! 

Anyone with questions about KEDGE in Marseille can feel free to email me at 

matth9512@gmail.com . 

Enjoy your potential exchange! 

 

Matthew Hill 
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