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What is an exchange? 

An exchange through Stockholm University will give you the opportunity to study abroad 

without having to pay any University fees. The only thing you need to finance is the housing, 

food and other voluntarily activities. An exchange, however, is not only a great merit in 

academic terms it also changes you as a person by widening your perspective of the world. 

 

Orientation at Korea University 

Studying at Korea University is a special feeling indeed. Not only are you in a country with a 

culture completely different from yours, but the student life is rather unique as well.  

The first days at Korea University is dedicated to 

orientate all the exchange students. You will be 

placed in a KUBA (Korea University Buddy 

Assistance) group together with other exchange 

and regular Korean students. You will be meeting 

up your group regularly to do different activities 

for a whole semester. After being placed in a 

group, a campus tour, cafeteria lunches and help 

for school related things are provided. More 

specifically you will apply for an ARC (Alien Registration Card), receive 

a student ID and a bank card.  

 

Courses and Teaching  

Compared to Sweden the course registration at Korea University is like comparing an egg to 

caviar – they are completely different. If you were not lucky enough to get all your courses 

during the first and the second course selection round, then you are up for something called 

“Add Drop period”. It is something you will do after the orientation days. But, briefly 

explained; you go to the classes you wish to take, get the teachers sign and then you hand in 

the paper to the international office. It is a bit easier to understand when you are there, 

however, I warmly recommend you to prepare yourself and actually get all the courses you 

want as quickly as possible.  

The University offered a lot of different courses in English and most of them sounded 

interesting. I, personally, liked all of my courses and the teachers were great as well. Even 

The KUBA group (8) I got placed in 



the native Korean teachers did not have any difficulties teaching in English. Yet, some of my 

friends had teachers that could not communicate in English that well and they randomly 

started to teach in Korean instead. A tip would be to check every teachers profile and see if 

they have any prior studies or teachings in English speaking countries. 

 

Social activities 

Even though you have a lot to do in school, depending on your schedule, one thing you 

cannot miss are the activities! There are smaller group activities you will do (voluntarily) 

each month with your KUBA group such as visiting amusement parks, picnics, going to trips 

and so on. In opposite, there are some big activities you will do with all the exchange 

students. The two biggest ones during the autumn semester were the KO-YON (Korea-

Yonsei) games and the International Student Festival (ISF). The KO-YON games is a 3-day 

sports competition between Korea University and their rival – Yonsei University. The 

amount of time, money and spirit they dedicate into this is indescribable. While the 

international student festivals, as you can probably guess, is a day were every exchange 

student represent their home country by setting up a tent offering food, drinks and games to 

other students. 

 

The KO-YON games only occurs during the autumn semester while the international student 

festivals happen every semester. I have heard from previous students that instead of the KY-

YON games Korea University organize some kind of festival including a small concert during 

the spring semester.  

 

Housing  

Moving on to the next important subject is the housing. A lot of people get confused when it 

comes to living in Korea but as a student you have 3 different options; Campus, 

Goshiwon/Goshitel or an Apartment. 



 

Campus: The University have their own dorms at the top of the hill where exchange and 

regular students can live in. They usually have their own room but at some places they have 

their own bathrooms as well, or they share the bathroom and kitchen together with other 

people on the floor.  

Goshiwon/Goshitel: Is also known as a one-room hotel. I lived in two different ones; Allive 

and Crimson House. It is a small room with a bed, closet, desk and chair. At Allive I had my 

own bathroom and fridge but I had to share the kitchen with 9 other girls on my floor, which 

was not a problem at all. However, at crimson I did not have a fridge nor a bathroom. I had 

to share the bathroom with the people on my floor and the kitchen with everyone in the 

building. Might sound horrible or weird but I never experienced any problems. The size, rent 

and people differ from place to place but most rooms are quite small so do not expect 

anything big.  

Apartment: Living in an apartment as an exchange student is quite rare. Most people live in 

Goshiwon/Goshitels but the possibility to live in an apartment is still there. The rent is a bit 

cheaper but(!) the deposit in Korea is no joke. You usually have to pay up to, or more than, 3 

million won (approx. 24 000 sek) for a deposit and you will get them back when you move 

out again.   

 

To know 

For anyone who actually reads this you are either interested in going to Korea or you have 

already gotten accepted in to Korea University (or another University). Here are some useful 

or useless things to know about before going there: 

 Bring big towels! They rarely sell any big shower towels 

 Bring toothpaste with fluorine as it is difficult to find toothpaste that actually 

contains it 

 Prepare your stomach, majority of their dishes are quite spicy 

 Koreans are bad at English a tip would be to learn some basic phrases 

 Bring vitamin supplements because you need to be a millionaire to be able to buy 

fruit there 

If you have any questions, simple or complicated ones, feel free to e-mail me at 

sepideharef@hotmail.com and I will answer as quickly as possible.   
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