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Since I started to study business and economics, London has always been in the back of my 
head that it would be nice to experience the English culture. I see myself as a bit of an 
Anglophile. I like British rock music and also their fashion. So when I received the notice that 
I had been enrolled for a semester in London I was in instant happiness.  
 
I studied at Royal Holloway, University of London, which is located in Egham outside 
London. From Egham train station it took around 45 minutes to get to Waterloo Station. I 
took two courses each at their Management and Economic department, four in total. I wanted 
to combine my studies with my interest in the City finance of London. So I studied 
International Business, Managerial Accounting, Quantitative Methods of Economics and 
Economic Growth. The teaching style was quite similar to Sweden where the main lectures 
was in big lecture halls combined with smaller workshops in small groups. Most of the tutors 
was really updated and created the lectures around the news. For instance, the “Brexit” was 
really new when I visited London, and also the US elections were ongoing. We as visiting 
students had to take special exams at the end of the semester since the original exam period is 
during the spring. But this was no problem and it felt like our exams were easier. With that 
said, it doesn’t mean it was easy, I had to study a lot. Especially for the to Economic courses 
which involved mostly math and were really hard. 
 
Because of my short period of stay I decided to try to live on campus which were provided by 
the school. I lived one mile away from school in a dorm together with many other students 
which were mostly “freshers”. The distance was no problem since it was nice with a morning 
stroll to school and Egham is a very nice area. But the fact that we didn’t have a kitchen was a 
downside. In order to eat one had to go to the catering which was not opened all the time and 
the food was not on top standard. The same goes with the housing which was really worn. On 
the other hand, it was very cheap. I paid around 15000 SEK for the whole stay and a meal at 
the catering was around 30 SEK because we had cheaper price due to no kitchen.  
 
I did often go in to London to explore the city and also to participate in a lot of activities 
regarding banking. This was provided by the Finance Society of the Student Union. This 
made that I received good connections for the future and also learned a lot how the system 
works in London in regards to banking. I also realised that it is much harder to speak English 
with native speaker than for instance other Europeans. But my language has really evolved 
and for that I’m grateful.  
 
Looking back, my first impression when I got back home is that we are very fortunate in 
Sweden. The living standard in London is much harder than in Sweden. Housing are worse 
and the cuisine has much to wish from (you get tired of fried food after a while...). I also had 
to share my room with another person which was very demanding. It’s very difficult to not 
have your own space with a person that you never met before. Anyway, I think all this have 
made me stronger and I really appreciate the fortunate life I have in Sweden much more now. 
Some people ask me now afterwards that If I knew before what I know now, would I still go. 
The answer is Yes. It was tough in many ways. But I compare it with running for a long 
distance: you prepare before, it’s tough when you run and it feels like it’s never going to end, 
but when you get back home it feels really good and you wonder what you complained about. 


