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After graduating high school I studied one year in New York City so when I got the opportunity to 

apply for an exchange semester during my master’s studies at SBS I took the chance! I knew I wanted 

to go back to the US and this time Texas Tech University was my destination. Before leaving for my 

great adventure I had to apply for a student visa at the US embassy, the application process is very 

exhausting, including a lot of paper work, but so worth it when you finally receive your ticket to enter 

the US.  

Texas Tech University is in the northwest of Texas in Lubbock, a city with 200 000 inhabitants. On the 

first day, the study abroad office offered a mandatory orientation day. They gave us plenty of 

information about the school and everything around it. One funny story is when a school police 

officer presented a gun and we passed it around among the students so that we would feel more 

comfortable if we saw one (hey we are in Texas!). We also had a nice lunch where we got to know 

each other and then they took us to a mall where we could get all the things needed for the 

apartment.  

Texas Tech University has the largest campus in the 

US with 35 0000 students. One of the best things 

I did was buying a bike at an auction the school held 

in the beginning of the semester. On campus, you  

can find a variety of food options (everything from  

Starbucks to Chick-fil-A, a very popular fast food  

restaurant in Texas). The school’s gym is impressive 

 and offers training classes, a CrossFit box and almost  

a hundred of treadmills and crosstrainers, and is  

very popular among the students.                                   Me in front of the main entrance of Texas Tech University 

 

I chose to live on campus, in an apartment complex called West Village. I shared an apartment with 

three other girls where I got to stay in my own bedroom. In retrospect, I think I would have chosen to 

stay off campus in one of the apartment complexes which several of my friends did, but I was the 

first student from Stockholm University attending Tech, so I didn´t know too much about these 

options. But the nice thing about living on campus was that it was close to a lot of things and with my 

bike I could get around very fast, even though the campus is huge!  

I am an accounting major, and during my semester at Tech I took four finance classes (Financial 

Management, Financial Markets and Institutions, Investments, and Real Estate Fundamentals) and 

one management class (Strategic Management) to broaden my knowledge. All my classes were on an 

undergraduate level so I did not have to put in that much work to get a high grade. The classes 

consisted of about 30 students and were two times 80 minutes every week which opened for a lot of 

free time. Most of the classes had three exams during the semester and then some additional 

homework to do. In total, the work load was less than studying back home in Sweden.  

I met so many people during my semester at Tech. In the beginning, it was natural to hang out with a 

lot of people from the exchange group but as time passed I met more American friends. Me and my 

friend from the UK joined a business organisation named Tech Market Association where we got to 

meet a lot of people and I highly recommend new students to do the same. The organization offered 



social events for its members every week like bowling, going to the cinema, golfing and so on. The 

highlights were the tailgates the organization arranged before every home game of the football 

team. The football stadium takes 70 000 people and was sold out almost every time. Football is 

something special in the southern parts of the US and is about so much more than just the game 

itself. Everyone hang out together at the tailgate before the game drinking beer, barbequing, playing 

games and socializing. Texans are very social, friendly, and open to meet new people. They love to 

socialize and take very big pride in being from Texas. Many of them have never been outside the 

state which results in several cultural clashes. However, they love to hear about Sweden and learning 

more about the country. 

 

Visiting White Sands, New Mexico during our thanksgiving road trip 

I took the opportunity to travel a lot in the US during my semester. I started off by doing a road trip 

from California to Lubbock before the school started. During the semester, I travelled to Los Angeles 

and New York by plane but it was very expensive to fly from Lubbock’s small airport so I would advise 

to save some extra money for that or to travel the surrounding states by car. When you are in Texas I 

highly recommend everyone to travel within the state because Texas has so much to offer and such a 

variety of things to do! We went on a trip to Dallas organized by the study abroad office and we went 

to Austin (a supercool and hip city) for the Halloween weekend. The distance between the big cities 

in Texas are very big resulting in a lot of driving, but you get used to it very fast. During the 

Thanksgiving break, we were a group of students doing a road trip in New Mexico and Colorado. 

Before heading back to Sweden, me and my boyfriend did a Texas road trip including hiking in Big 

Bend National Park, spending a night at a luxury camping in the hip town Marfa, attending a chicken 

shit bingo in Austin, watching a NBA game in Houston and so on.   

I strongly recommend everyone to go to Texas Tech University and experience everything Texas has 

to offer! 

 


