
Thammasat University, Andri Hinriksson 

Accommodation 
We were recommended three accommodations in the old town of Bangkok; Sivalai Palace, Amarin 

Mansion and 3J Court. I decided to stay at Amarin Mansion as it is rather close to the University. The 

rent there was around 6500-9500 baht (170-250 euros) depending on the size of the room and if the 

room had a kitchen or not. There is really no reason to have a kitchen while living at Amarin as there 

is a restaurant downstairs that offers room service with the meal costing around 1 euro and some 

restaurants in the neighbourhood with a similar price. I would estimate that there were around 40 

exchange students staying at Amarin Mansion so it was a great place to meet and hang out with 

people during the semester. There was always somebody willing to hangout on the roof or in the 

lobby and pretty much all of the gatherings at the beginning of the semester started out at the 

Amarin rooftop, with people joining in that were living elsewhere. It was really easy to make new 

friends there and I ended up travelling a lot with people I met there.  

I had some friends staying at 3J and Sivalai. My friend stayed at 3J which is close to Amarin and said 

the quality wasn‘t as good. He was late to apply for an apartment so the 3J apartments were the 

only ones with a room available for him. Sivalai Palace is better quality than Amarin, with a 

swimming pool, a tennis court and a gym. It‘s however more expensive and further away from 

school and people usually took a 20 min taxi ride from there to school. All of the Nordic people 

studying at Thammasat stayed there except me. It‘s easy to get to Thammasat from Amarin, but it‘s 

possible to walk and take the boat straight to the campus which takes around 20-30 mins or take a 

motortaxi or a taxi which would take around 5 mins. The taxis in Bangkok are really cheap but I 

would pay around 1 euro for a ride to school.  

Study Experience 
I took three courses in the MBA program at Thammasat Business School and they were all taught in 

English. I was quite surprised by the level of teaching, but we had teachers from the United States, 

South Korea and Thailand. There‘s a mandatory attendance in every class at Thammasat and we 

were only allowed to miss two classes in every course. I only ended up taking one exam at 

Thammasat as our grades were based mostly on participation in class and assignments. The master 

courses are taught during the evenings and weekends while the bachelor courses are taught during 

the weekdays. Because of this, it was a lot easier for the bachelor students to travel during the 

semester.  

I feel like the international office at Thammasat went out of their way to make us feel welcome and 

we got an emergency contact that we could contact at any time if we got into trouble. They also 

organized a one day culture trip for us at the beginning of the semester.   

Student Life 
The semester in Bangkok, Thailand was hands down the best school semester of my life. I met so 

many people that I had a great time with, both in Bangkok and while we were travelling. I still keep 

in touch with them and plan to meet them again in the future. I travelled all around Thailand, from 

the jungles of Chaing Mai where we stayed the night in a bamboo hut to some amazing islands with 

sunny beaches and tons of activities. You could rent a motorbike for days at a time at most places I 

travelled to, so it was easy to get around. It was amazing to meet elephants for the first time and it 

felt great to be at the beach in sunny weather while it was snowing back home. There are old 

majestic temples to see all over Thailand and I think some of the places in Thailand were the most 

breathtaking places I‘ve ever been to, such as the Krabi region and Pai.  



I would definitely recommend to try not to plan too much before travelling but we were quick to 

learn that it was often easier to get good deals on hotels when we arrived to our destination instead 

of ordering online, although it might not work so well during the tourist season. It‘s cheap to fly all 

around South-East Asia and there are so many countries and places to go to and see and I‘m already 

planning to go back sometime in the future. 

 I always felt really safe and the Thai people are very friendly and will go out their way to help you 

with anything. Most Thai people are Buddhist so they are easygoing and really tolerant. There wasn‘t 

as much of a language barrier as I expected and most of the time you can get by in English just fine. I 

mostly had language problems when dealing with taxi drivers. As Thailand is a rather cheap country 

we would go out to for dinner a lot as Bangkok has some really good restaurants with all kinds of 

cuisines available. The food there is so good and you can have a meal at a five star restaurant for a 

fraction of the cost in Sweden. There‘s also a lot of rooftop skybars that have amazing views over the 

city. The fact is that there‘s so much to do in Thailand and the cost of living there is a lot less than in 

Sweden. It‘s an opportunity to have the time of your life while living on a student budget and 

experience the culture of Thailand and South-East Asia. I feel like most people didn‘t want to go 

home when the semester was over and some people stayed on to travel after the semester. I would 

100% recommend going on exchange to Thammasat University and I had a great time staying at 

Amarin Mansion.  

Feel free to contact me if you‘re interested about going on exchange at Thammasat: agh20@hi.is 
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