
 
 

University Of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign (UIUC) 
When I first applied for the exchange program, my only wish was to end up in an English 

speaking country. And I did. I ended up at UIUC which is located 2.5 hours’ drive south of 

Chicago. The university is most famous for its engineering program but when I arrived I 

understood that the business program was rather good as well. So, let me tell you a bit about 

my experience at UIUC. 

 
 

Welcome Program 
There was a student organization called BIEN who organized things almost every single week 

during the semester. The BIEN group did a tremendous work and really made the integration 

better and easier among all the exchange students and it was appreciated by everyone. The 

activities varied between parties, different road trips and game nights. The road trips were 

highly appreciated and led to exploring places like Chicago, Wisconsin and Indianapolis. It 

was through this group I got to know most of my international friends and I’m really glad I 

went on most of the events.  

I was all set regarding my courses when I first came to UIUC but for the students who hadn’t 

fixed their schedules yet, they could easily get help from the exchange coordinators.  

 

 

Housing 
I lived in “the six pack” which basically is six buildings filled with different dorms. It was 

approximately 15 minutes’ walk to the main quad, 2 minutes’ walk to the dining hall and the 

gym.  I lived together with a Danish engineering student in a small room and shared a big 

bathroom with other students on my floor so that was alright. If I would stay an extra semester 

I would probably recommend an apartment instead but I liked this situation as it was since I 

met a lot of new interesting people.  

Some drawbacks with living in a dorm was the rent. I think I paid almost 6000 dollars for 

housing and meal plan. And the meal plan consisted of 12 meals a week and 15 dollars you 

could use in the cafeteria to buy coffee or whatever. So CSN didn’t even cover the housing 

expenses.  



 

Courses and professors  
 

I had heard that the courses were rather easy but very time consuming and I realized pretty 

early that the rumours were true. I took five courses; International business, Corporate 

finance, Environmental economics, Public speaking and Psychology. I have probably never 

studied this much in my entire life. It was completely different from the school system in 

Sweden and all the courses were taken simultaneously and there were so many assignments 

and homework every week and the professors expected you to be prepared. Another 

difference was the interaction and participation during class. You got participation points for 

almost everything and if you didn’t raise your hand very often the professor would eventually 

give you a question. At first I found it a bit scary but I got used to it and for me it was very 

helpful since I learned the material much better when I had to be prepared.  

I can really recommend the Public speaking course, it gave me a lot. I’m not a big fan of 

presentations, especially not having a presentation in English but I learned a lot of things in 

this course which I can apply towards my upcoming presentations later on in life.

 
 

Travel  
 The best part of the trip was definitely all the trips we made. Together with my new 

international friends, we visited Chicago a few times which is an incredible city. During 

Thanksgiving break we took a flight to San Francisco and explored the city for a few days 

before we drove to Yosemite, a big national park with amazing views. I’m not a big hiking 

fan so I found the walking part really boring but I was pleased when we reached the top. Later 

on we drove Highway One down south to San José and some of the group members took the 

car further down to LA and some of us back to San Francisco and Chicago.  

The exchange students who had been in U.S a few times before took the chance to explore 

“the less touristy parts” of the U.S. and they were really excited to see the countryside and not 

just the big cities.  

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

I had a great time in the U.S and hopefully some of you will have the same chance and I 

definitely think that if you get the chance to study abroad. Take it! 

 

  
 


