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Cal State 

San Marcos campus is pretty big and has all the amenities you will ever need. It’s spacious, has a lot of 
steps and features the flora inherent to California: palm trees, a variety of scrubs, cool looking flowers, 
etc. If you are inclined to extracurricular activities, there is a free gym, group trainings, different sport 
clubs to name a few. The main plaza on the campus regularly features various events, where you can get 
free food or knick-knacks. 

          

 

I had a conviction that it would be easier to study in USA. I was proven wrong from the first minute of the 
first class. Since I was a master student, I tried to pick the most advanced classes I could get. Unfortunately, 
in my case, I could only choose classes with numbers up to 500 in their names. I had Advanced Corporate 
Finance 421, Advanced Investment Analysis 404, Operations Management 406 and for the purpose of 
collecting a round number of 30 ECTS – Environmental Studies 100. The first three kept me really busy 
and the last one was just fun. When selecting the courses keep in mind that you can “crash” the courses, 
that is, if something you want is at full capacity take it anyway, maybe someone won’t show up on the 
first day. What I enjoyed about my classes was that the professors were really into teaching their subjects 
and funny as well. At Cal State, you have to show up for all the classes, unless you wanna loose grade 
points. Be prepared to study four different subjects at a time and have quizes and midterms. If you are 
interested in finance, pick any subject that has Stephen Zera as a professor, you won’t regret it.           

Accomodation 

There are several options how to get oneself situated. First of, there is university accomodation Quad or 
UVA. The cheapest option (bed in a room in an appartment with 5-6 other students) can set you back by 
$5000 for a semester. Although you probably want to meet and hang around with new people, keep in 
mind that university policies are really strict with regard to alcohol and that drinking age is 21. Quad and 
UVA are only 2 minutes from campus though. 



I chose to live with an american family via homestayservices.com. It costs $650-750 a month, depending 
on whether you want the food provided for you. My hosts were really nice people, I had a blast. If you 
want to experience a life of an american family, this option is for you. 

You can also try finding accomodation yourself by posting an ad on university’s website or sites like 
roomster.com. You may be able to drop your rent to $300-400 a month. This option is perfect for someone 
who is going to buy a car while staying in USA. Escondido and Vista are 10 minutes away form university 
and Oceanside, Carlsbad, Encitas roughly 25 minutes. I would highly suggest the last three options, since 
they are located by the ocean.   

Transportation 

When in San Marcos, first thing I missed from Stockholm, was a superb transportation system. I used a 
bicycle to get to campus making it a 40 minute round trip. A bicycle path is a rare sight around San Marcos, 
thus one has to bike on the roads. Apart from a thrill of huge trucks passing by, roads are no fun for 
bicyclists. I myself had a pleasure of patching the tires 5-6 times during the semester. Other modes of 
transportation include the train and the busses. Sprinter train runs every 30 minutes, while the busses 
more frequently. If you are up for flexibility and comfort, get yourself a car. Some fellow exchange 
students got decent vehicles for $4000-5000 (not including insurance).   

       

 

Sights to see 

San Marcos is a nice and quiet town, situated on and around hills. There are parks for recreation and 
places for hiking (Double Peak Mountain). You can find bars, cafes and restaurants, but if you are looking 
for a night out with friends going bar to bar, you will have to go elsewhere. 

A 45 minute ride on a Sprinter or a 25 minute car ride and you are at Oceanside. Walking on a pier, lying 
on a beach, surfing, all are good options. Farther south, there is Carlsbad and Encinitas where you can find 
surf shops, trendy places to eat and beautiful beaches.  



     

On a weekend, get some friends together, rent a car and drive south on highway 101 from Oceanside to 
La Jolla, San Diego. You will understand why people fall in love with California.  

My nickel-worth of advice 

I would highly recommend going for an exchange semester to San Marcos. The level of education is good, 
the students and teachers are friendly. Start planning early. Save up some money for the car and look for 
a room online at places like Oceanside, Carlsbad or Encinitas.  

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me via email: janusonis_darius@yahoo.com 

Good luck! 

Darius 


