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Although Hong Kong was not my first choice for a semester abroad, I am still glad that I 

ended up there. I had already been in South East Asia several times before, but I had never 

been to Hong Kong. Hong Kong turned out to be the perfect mix of East meets West, and you 

get the Asian culture while avoiding most of the language barriers as most people speak 

English. The process before arrival in Hong Kong was also very smooth and HKBU were 

extremely good at keeping me informed throughout the entire process, as well as very fast in 

replying to any questions I had. HKBU made all the arrangements for my visa and 

accommodation, which I highly appreciated since I ended up not going on my exchange 

during my bachelor due to problems with the accommodation. 

 

Accommodation 

I highly recommend that you apply for the accommodation on campus, since it is very 

expensive to live in Hong Kong. What I paid for an entire semester was what other exchange 

students paid per month outside campus. I also attended HKBU as an undergrad student, 

which meant even cheaper accommodation than for the postgrad students. The floors are 

divided into four different halls, and I ended up being a member of the Soong hall. The local 

students usually apply for the hall that suits their personality best, but since I could not find 

any information before I went to Hong Kong I decided not to apply to a specific hall 

beforehand. I was lucky with mine though, my hallmates were rarely making any noise after 

11 pm, while the more social “Cai” hall could stay up all night until 4-5 a.m. My advice; 

when you get to make a wish for a hall and you prefer peace and quiet, apply for either Soong 

or Zhou. You can hear pretty much everything that is going on outside your room, and just 

because it is a more calm and quiet hall it does not mean you cannot stay out late yourself.  

 

Studying at HKBU 

Although I had already chosen my courses before I went to Hong Kong, the school offers an 

add/drop period during the first two weeks. However, there is a chance that some courses are 

full even before arriving, so make sure that if there is a specific course you really want to take 

that you apply for it before the first deadline while you are still in Stockholm. I ended up 

changing some of my courses, due to my schedule and the professors. Attendance is 

mandatory for all lectures, only 15% absence is allowed without a doctor’s note to be allowed 

to take the final exam. I took that into consideration as much as possible, and tried to find 

courses that I found interesting while still allowing me to have long weekends available for 

travelling. I ended up taking an introductory course to mandarin, strategic management, 

business ethics and Asia-Pacific economies. All my courses except mandarin consisted of 

group projects, mid-terms and finals, although all my professors were overall generous when 

it came to grades.  
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Life in Hong Kong 

Hong Kong is an amazing city, and it has so much to offer. It offers the perfect mix between 

city and nature, and is the perfect travelling hub. There are a lot of hikes to do around Hong 

Kong, plenty of rooftop bars to enjoy the incredible Hong Kong skyline from and plenty of 

budget airlines operating from it. I also did a few trips to Mainland China, both to Shenzhen 

and Hainan that offers visa on arrival, as well as a weekend trip to Guillin and Yanzhou. I 

recommend taking the opportunity to explore the countries around Hong Kong, both during 

your semester and after. I managed to take a long weekend in Tokyo in addition to my trips to 

China during my semester, and I spent a month travelling around Thailand and the Philippines 

after. For the foodies, there are plenty of restaurants to go to which offer food from all over 

the world. But make sure not to miss out on the dim sum. If you really feel like you crave 

Swedish food, there is always IKEA or you can just go to the little store called 

Sverigeshoppen at Star House in TST. They also deliver if you prefer ordering online. 

 

All in all, I enjoyed my stay in Hong Kong and I learned a lot about myself and how to work 

with people from other countries and cultures. It is an experience I would recommend to 

anyone who has the chance. 

 

 

 


