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Exchange Report 

Madrid 

Madrid is a lovely big city that has something to offer for everyone. Local people are very nice 
and helpful, and the atmosphere in the city is relaxed. It is a perfect place to learn more about the 
Spanish culture and the language. 

 

Accommodation 

I arrived in Madrid the day before the first introduction day. Me and another student from SBS 
had booked a cheap hostel close to the school for the first week, because we had gotten a 
recommendation to look for accommodation after arrival. We used the online page idealista.es to 
find accommodation, and in my opinion, there was a lot to choose between. Everything from 
shared apartments, student rooms to apartments. We contacted the landlords through the 
webpage and went to see five different apartments during the first week of our stay. This was 
optimal since the first week there was not happening a lot at all and school had not started.  

The prices were higher than expected (only in housing though, I found prices in 
general cheap), and many of the rooms/apartments were not in very clean conditions. Although, 
we managed to find a cosy and clean apartment 5 minutes’ walk from the school, next to the 
subway station Argüelles. My friend and I shared this apartment and paid 1100euros/month 
(550e/pp) with water, electricity and Wi-Fi included. We had also 3 extra beds, so we could have 
been more people living there. After talking to other students at school I found this price very 
average, since many students paid more than us for only a small room in a big shared apartment. 
The area we lived in was very nice, and felt safe also during nights. There were plenty subway 
lines to get around in the city, and the walking distance to the city centre was approximately two 
kilometres.  

School and studies 

The school was located in the city centre, close to a cosy area called Malasana, which turned out 
to be one of my favorite areas in Madrid. ICADE is a very well-known school in Spain and 
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especially Madrid, which I did not know when arriving. The school is a private school and the 
local students pay a lot to go there. During my stay, I met many locals who were very surprised 
that I went to the school, because of the merit it is to go there and because of the pricing. As an 
exchange student from SBS, I was lucky not to have to pay for the education.  

This also meant that the quality of teaching was good. Some of the teachers had 
better English skills than others, but the quality of the teaching was high, and all the teachers 
were very friendly and helpful. We were always in small classes and the days were usually 
between six to eight hours. We could form our schedules ourselves before departure, so many 
exchange students were able to have Fridays off, which of course made it easier to do weekend 
trips. 

There were classes in both English and Spanish that we could choose among which 
was good. I took the safe card and studied everything in English due to my weak Spanish skills. I 
studied International Business, International Marketing, Leadership, Budgetary Control, 
Corporate Finance and Spanish A2. The finance courses where in my opinion much more 
challenging than the business courses. Some of the classes were only for exchange students which 
also could be seen in the teaching. The classes were easier, we did not have much homework and 
the exams were very easy compared to the classes that were also for local students.  

The school itself was not very big, but it was nice and clean and it even had a huge 
beautiful church inside. A problem I found was that there was almost no studying places or they 
were poor. In the building for business students there were basically no tables for studying. 
There was a cafeteria with tables but it was usually full of people eating lunch. On the other side 
of the street there was a building for engineering students, ICAI, which had a library for studying 
which I used sometimes, otherwise I studied at cafeterias that had Wi-Fi. 

Due to the exchange students being in separate courses, it was a little challenging 
to get to know local students. They were not very interested in talking to exchange students, and 
some of them did not have very good English skills which also made it harder.  

Student Life 

First day of school there was a student union, called UNITY, introducing themselves. They were 
also students from ICADE that organized different events for the exchange students. They did 
not have a welcoming program, but they organized events and posted information on Facebook. 
They organized approximately 1-2 events every week throughout the entire semester.  The events 
were mostly parties at clubs, tapas bar crawls, or day/weekend trips to different cities in Spain. I 
think UNITY succeeded in these events, and I would definitely recommend going to these events. 
I met a lot of exchange students from my school through these events, and got to know Madrid 
and Spain better.  

 Furthermore, there can be found more companies that organizes trips and events 
for exchange student in Madrid, but they are not specifically from a school, but more for all 
international students. Those are for example Be Madrid and City Life Madrid.  
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 During the first week, all exchange students had the chance to get a private buddy. 
We had to fill in a form and then we got an email from a local student from our school who were 
our buddy. I met my buddy for a lunch during one of the first days. He could help me with a lot 
of questions that I had regarding anything. We ended up becoming friends and having coffees 
together sometimes. This is a tip for getting to know local students - get a buddy! 

	

Picture 1: Tapas Bar, Madrid. Picture 2: Bullfight Arena, Sevilla. 

Recommendations 

I want to share some recommendations if you go for an exchange semester in Madrid.  

• Get the Metro card. It costs 20euro/month for all students under 26 years. 
• Get a local buddy. 
• Go to the UNITY events. 
• Find a shared accommodation with some Spaniards if you want to practice your Spanish 

skills and get to know locals. Some of my friends did this and there were very happy. 
• Travel by car, it is very cheap especially if you are 5 people in the car, the rental was 10-

20euros/day. Otherwise use Socibus for travelling, it is cheap and works well. 
• Do not go to a bullfight if you do not enjoy seeing animals killed. I thought it would be a 

cool experience of Spanish culture, but it was terrible and I left halfway through the 
show. 

• Go watch a local football game. And go there a few hours before – there will be a huge 
street party among the fans. 

• Get a local prepaid phone number. It is the easiest and cheapest way. I used Orange. 
• Do not miss out on the big Spanish events/festivals such as Las Fallas (Valencia) or 

Semana Santa (southern Spain, Easter time) 

 

Overall, my experience in Madrid has been amazing. I would go back there any day if I had the 
chance. If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact me through e-mail 
(natalie.uljas@gmail.com) or on Facebook. I am happy to help! 
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Picture 1: Real Madrid vs Atletico. Picture 2: Bullfight, Madrid. 

 
Picture 1: Downhill skiing, Sierra Nevada. Picture 2: Surfing, San Sebastían. 

 
Picture 1&2: Game of Thrones scenes filmed here, Alcazar, Sevilla. 

 
Picture 1: Most southern point on Europe, Tarifa. Picture 2: Picos de Europa.  

 


