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Introduction 

Singapore, The Little Red Dot, home of the Merlion and 5.5 million people. A fishing village turned English 

colony, briefly occupied by the Japanese; then handed back to the British followed by an unsuccessful 

merger with Malaysia; finally, in 1965, the Republic of Singapore became an independent state.  

 It is astonishing what this this city-state of ~700 square kilometres has become since then. It surely is 

an amazing city that has a lot to offer, not least for an exchange student. My time in Singapore at Nanyang 

Technological University (NTU) – Nanyang Business School (NBS) will forever be a fond memory, and 

even if my experiences from the University and its campus was amazing, it is inevitable that spending a 

semester in South East Asia entails a lot of other delightful activities. Fancy some paradise island hopping? 

Or maybe a weekend to Hong Kong? Why not a few days exploring the ancient temples in Cambodia? 

Or, some scuba diving in the Philippines? The area has an array of stunning destinations, however, coming 

‘home’ to Singapore was always refreshing. The clean, perfectly functional city always felt like a haven – a 

retreat. And much of that was due to that life at NTU was perfect.  

 

Life at NTU – NBS  

I lived on campus, and I am happy that I did. Housing is really what is expensive in Singapore (and beer 

– a little bit more expensive than Stockholm, even), however, the accommodation offered on campus is 

cheap. I paid just under 8500kr for my housing, in total, for almost five months. Others paid similar 

amounts per month (avg. somewhere around 6000-7000kr/month) when sharing, say a three-room 

apartment, with six friends. Sure, I lived with a German dude on ~20 square meters in a simplistic dorm, 

but beside saving around 24000kr for amazing trips and weekend activities I was more than content with 

staying on campus.  
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 Partly because the Uni. is situated quite far away from the city centre. Living downtown sure has its 

perks, but being able to go to a lecture or seminar within fifteen minutes from waking up is surely a treat. 

Moreover, and what I think is the main argument for on-campus accommodation, is that all the facilities 

you need (*I needed) for an enjoyable everyday life are close: full length swimming pool, for some well 

needed cooling from the soaring heat (+work on that tan of yours); a vast variety of really good food, at 

even better prices. I never cooked a meal during the semester. (avg. 75kr/day); and just about everything 

else you need for a decent living such as a couple of grocery stores, ATMs, book stores. Another thing I 

appreciated about living on campus was the social life - making friends from all over the world was a 

breeze, a swing by Canteen 2 any given night to have a chat, and maybe a beer, was a sure bet.  

 However, one need to take a considerable chunk of self-initiative to discover all the options available 

on campus, such as activities and facilities. There was not much of a welcoming phase, although there 

were a couple of activities for the new exchange students right at the start.  

 

Studying at NTU – NBS 

When I am writing this, the most recent QS-ranking holds NTU as the best Uni. in Asia, in Singapore, 

and in fact, as the 10th best university in the world. This speaks of the university’s high quality in general. 

Most of the courses I took (I read only business courses) was great, but as a Swedish student there are 

some major differences in the way classes are taught. Depending on preferences, these differences may 

suit you well, or not.  

 The lectures were not really lectures, but rather, a combination of seminar and lecture. This was true 

for all my courses. This meant that the classes consisted of around 20-30 students, that gathered in a 

seminar room once a week for three to four hours, and had an intimate lecture with interactive elements. 

About 20% of your grade depended on your class participation; you are expected to be well prepared. 

Even though the classes were intimate I thought the constructive discussions were far too few. This might 

be a cultural thing – I observed that the Singaporeans are very talkative with each other, but shy away from 

speaking up in class.  

 The exams, all written during an intense two week finals period, were a lot harder than back home. 

This was mainly due to that the time limit was around 50%-60% of that of the exams at Stockholm 

University – with the same amount of content and quality expected. Thus, it was a lot harder to score A’s. 

However, speaking to my peers I learned that just passing the courses seemed easier than back home, so 

you will not have to worry about failing (too much). 
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Summing it Up 

All in all, I had a really good time, and I reckon whoever attend this top-quality Uni. will have a similar 

experience. Surely, I would recommend spending an exchange semester at NTU – NBS.  

 Remember though, the climate is incredibly hot and humid; every day around 32c, with a standard 

deviation of around 1c... the weather is basically the same all year around: partly soaring heat, partly rainy. 

They love their air condition, so do pack a sweater or a hoodie for those long lectures in 20c, which feels 

like 10c coming from the heat outdoors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Wishes, 

Karl Hagner 

 

My go-to food: ”Economical Rice” Campus View 

Campus View Campus View 

Campus View: Inside The Hive 


